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1. Polity & Governance

1.1 What is an e-SCR portal?

About e-SCR portal

e It is an initiative to provide the digital version of the apex court's judgments in the
manner as they are reported in the official law report.

e The Supreme Court has developed a search engine with the help of the National
Informatics Centre.

e It comprises elastic search technique in the database of e- d the search
facility in e-SCR provides for free text search, search within sgarc type and
case year search, judge search, year and volume search and be rength search
options.

o It will provide free access to it’s about 34,000 judgement w students
and the common public.
e These verdicts will be available on the apex cou

the judgment portal of the National Judicial Data Gri

National Judicial Data Grid
e It is a national repository of data
disposed of by the courts across th

with the in-house software de

Overview:
The countrywide t
that it would conSu
and-run.

en called off recently as the government assured
efore implementing a contentious law against hit-

ablished two distinct categories under the umbrella of "causing death
by negligence."
e The first category addresses causing death through any rash or negligent act
that does not amount to culpable homicide.
o Offenders in this category may face imprisonment for up to five years and a
fine.
e The second category deals with causing death through rash and negligent driving,
not amounting to culpable homicide.
e If the individual escapes without promptly reporting the incident to a police
officer or magistrate, they could be subjected to up to 10 years of imprisonment
and a fine.
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e What was the hit-and-run law before?

e The old, British-era IPC did not have a specific provision for hit-and-run cases.

e Actions in such cases were taken under Section 304 A of the IPC.

e As per this section, an individual causing the death of another due to a reckless or
negligent act could face a maximum jail term of two years or a fine.

e All cases of hit-and-run, along with other forms of activities that came under the

ambit of causing death by a "rash and negligent act" were lodged under Section
304A of the IPC.

Q1) What is Culpable Homicide in IPC?
Culpable Homicide in IPC refers to causing the death of a person
with the intention of causing death, intending to cause such bodi
to cause death, or having knowledge that the act is likely to cause

aging in acts
t is likely

1.3 UN Statistical Commission
Overview:

Recently, India started its four-year term as a member e Uniited Nations Statistical
Commission.

About UN Statistical Commission
e It was established in 1947 and is the hi of the global statistical system.
o It brings together the Chief Stati§tiéi m member states from around the

world.
¢ Functions:

o It is the highest decisi or international statistical activities,
responsible for setti ards and the development of concepts
and methods, incl ir i entation at the national and international
levels.

rsees the work of the United Nations Statistics
unctional Commission of the UN Economic and

bers from Latin American and Caribbean States
o Seven members from Western European and other States
e Term: The term of office of members is four years.

e India was a member of the Statistical Commission last in 2004 and the country is
returning to the UN agency after a gap of two decades.

e Headquarter: New York
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1.4 What is Article 30 of the Indian Constitution?

The Supreme Court recently attempted to strike a balance by remarking that the intent
of Article 30 of the Constitution was not to ghettoise minorities by insisting they had
the upper hand in administration of the institution.

About Article 30

It is one of the many provisions that ensure the preservation of minority rights.
Article 30 of the Indian Constitution states the right of minorities to establish and
administer educational institutions.

It says: “All minorities, whether based on religion or language, s
to establish and administer educational institutions of their chqi
It was adopted on December 8, 1948.

11 have the right

Features:

o It consists of provisions that safeguard variouggrights of thel minority
community in the country, keeping in mind the princit s well

o Article 30(1) says that all minorities, whether or language,
shall have the right to establish and administ i institutions of their
choice.

o The right is provided by this clause on two types of
and linguistic minorities.
o Article 30(1A) deals with the fixati

e amount for the acquisition of

property of any educational institutionjess shedyby minority groups.

o Article 30(2) states that th t should not discriminate against
any educational institution it is under the management of a
minority, whether based orl'r age, while giving aid.

Concept of Minorities:

o The Constitution o i rd minority but does not define it.

o Article 29 of the Indi itltiont uses the word ‘minorities’ in its marginal
heading, but it spea section of the citizens inhabiting the territory
of India or g z untry should have the right to protect their

language o , which is different and varied.

inority: The basic ground for a community to be nominated as a
inority is the numerical strength of the community.
2, clause (c) of the National Commission of Minorities Act, declares six
communities as minority communities. They are:
* Muslims
» Christians
= § Buddhists
» Sikhs
» Jains and
» Zoroastrians (Parsis)
o Linguistic Minorities:

[
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» Class or group of people whose mother language or mother tongue
is different from that of the majority groups is known as the linguistic
minorities.

» Article 350-A of the Indian Constitution imposes an obligation on the states
to try to provide enough facilities for instruction in the mother language at
the primary level of education to children belonging to the linguistic minority
community.

1.5 What is Farsi?

The External Affairs Minister recently announced that the Government of India has
decided to include Farsi (Persian) as one of the nine classical ages in India
under the New Education Policy.

About Farsi
e Farsi, also known as Persian Language, is the most
the Iranian branch of the Indo-Iranian languages, a
European languages.

sp ember of
i f the Indo-

as large communities in the US.
e It has about 62 million native s
widely spoken first languages.
e Farsi in Iran is written in a v
has some innovations to
came into use in Persia
o Its relatives are the orthern India and, more distantly, the

abic script called Perso-Arabic, which
phonological differences. This script

Recently, the West
‘Bengali’ as ’

of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by
generations of speakers;
o The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech
community;

e Currently, six languages enjoy the ‘Classical’ status: Tamil (declared in
2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013),
and Odia (2014).

o The benefits it provides once a language is notified as a Classical language:

o Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in classical
Indian languages.
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o A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up.

o The University Grants Commission is requested to create, to start with at
least in the Central Universities, a certain number of Professional Chairs for
the Classical Languages so declared.”

Key facts about Bengali Language

e It is an official language of West Bengal.

e It is the second most spoken language in India and the seventh most spoken
language in the world.

e The Bengali people have a rich heritage and culture dating back to prehistoric
times.

o Bengali is written from left to right.

1.7 SHRESHTA
The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) recen ed ctions for
Residential Private Schools interested in joining SHRESPITA S

About Scheme for Residential Education for Stu

Targeted Areas (SHRESHTA)

e The scheme aims to provide access best private residential schools
for meritorious students from Sched e (SC) communities.

o It will provide scholarships to meritori Y om SC communities to study
in private and NGO-run residenti s 9-12.

e The scheme is expected to i
Classes 9 and 11 each year.

e The core objectives of t

initiatives of the gover

High Schools in

hance the reach of the development
e gap in service-deprived SC dominant

plemented in two modes.
HRESHTA schools, which consist of the best CBSE/ state
private residential schools.

will be selected annually through the National Entrance Test for
TA (NETS) and will be admitted to these schools for education in
Classes 9 through 12.

o The schools that will be part of this scheme will be selected based on a
performance score of above 75 percent pass rate in Class 10 and 12 board
examinations over the past three years.

o The second mode is based on NGO and voluntary organisation-run schools
and hostels. The institutions run by such organisations that run up to Class 12
will also be made part of the scheme.

o Eligibility:
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o Students whose annual parental income is less than Rs 2,50,000 and who
belong to SC communities are eligible to participate in this scheme.
o Only those candidates who have passed or are appearing in Class VIII/X in the
given academic session can apply for taking admission to Class IX/XI.
e The scheme will cover the tuition fee, the hostel fee, and the mess fees for
qualifying students.
Students will also be allowed to choose from a range of schools based on their merit.

1.8 Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO)
The Supreme Court, while dismissing a petitiion for quashing a complaint filed by the

Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO), has left a crucial questj law open i.e.,
whether SFIO are police officer(s) under the Code of Criminal Proc

About Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO)

e Itis a corporate fraud investigating agency set up by t of India.

e The SFIO was established on 21st July, 2015, and

Corporate Affairs.

e Section 211 of the Companies Act, 2013, accorded a s tatus to the SFIO.

e Objective: The core objective of the SFIQ_is to be i

enforcement agency to detect and

white-collar frauds or crimes.

e Types of Investigations: SFIO will us the following types of cases

sent by the Central Government:

o Complex cases needing 4
departmental affairs.

Cases with a huge mo

ss multi-discipline and inter-

the cleaning up of systems and the
d procedures.
epartment of Company Affairs.

implementation of
o Serious fraud
SFIO can also ta

0 the SFIO, no other investigative agency can proceed
any offence under the Act.

there is a huge monetary impact on the public or for other large-scale
public interest cases.

o When any Central Government or State Government department makes a
request for an investigation.

e Organisational Structure:

o It consists of experts in the fields of accountancy, forensic auditing, law,
information technology, investigation, company law, capital markets and
taxation.

o SFIO is headed by a Director as Head of Department in the rank of Joint
Secretary to the Government of India.
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o The Director is assisted by Additional Directors, Joint Directors, Deputy
Directors, Senior Assistant Directors, Assistant Directors Prosecutors, and
other secretarial staff.

e Headquarters: The headquarters of SFIO is in New Delhi, with five regional
offices in Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad, and Kolkata.

1.9 Guidelines for Registration and Regulation of Coaching Center 2024
The Ministry of Education's Department of Higher Education recently introduced the
"Guidelines for Registration and Regulation of Coaching Center 2024."

e According to the guideline, a ‘coaching center’ includes a centefl established, run, or
administered by any  personto  provide coachin,
programme, competitive examinations, or academic supp
college, and university level for more than 50 students.

¢ Guidelines:

o Registration process:
» Coaching centers are required to submit ap for registration to

n, complying with

specified forms, fees, and do require ts outlined by the

appropriate government.

making misleading promises or

guarantees regardi to attract parents and students.

» Transparency is i it coaching centers mandated to maintain
an updated i i information on tutors' qualifications,
courses, curki uration, hostel facilities, and fees.

o Student En : below the age of 16 are not permitted to
enroll, ' ed only after the completion of secondary
school examina

o FeeS
»  Tui ious courses must be fair and reasonable, with detailed

. sive prospectus, displayed prominently, should include
information on courses, duration, classes, tutorials, hostel facilities, fees,
li¢ies, and fee refund procedures.
e increase during the course duration is strictly prohibited. This
es to both course fees and hostel-related charges.
o Exit Policy: In the case of mid-course withdrawals, a pro-rata refund is
mandated within 10 days.
o Infrastructure Requirements:
» Coaching centers must allocate a minimum of one square meter per
student in each class.
» Adherence to fire safety and building codes, along with obtaining Fire and
Building Safety Certificates, is compulsory.
» Proper electrification, ventilation, lighting arrangements, and security
measures are essential.

Head Office :- 104, Ground Floor, Mall Road Kingsway Camp Near G.T.B Nagar Metro Gate No-3 Delhi-110009 10
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1.10 Republic Day 2024 i, )

» The coaching center should also be equipped with CCTV cameras, a first aid

kit, and medical assistance.
o Study hours:

» Classes should not coincide with school hours to ensure regular attendance.

»  Weekly offs for both students and tutors are mandatory.

» C(Class sizes should align with maintaining a healthy teacher-student ratio.

o Mental wellbeing of students:

» Coaching centers should establish a mechanism for immediate
intervention to provide targeted and sustained assistance to students in
distress and stressful situations.

» The competent authority may take steps to ensure that
is developed by the coaching centre and is easily avail
and parents.

o Complaint Mechanism:

» Students, parents, or coaching center tutors/em
against coaching centers, and coaching ce
students/parents.

» These complaints will be resolved within t
authority or an inquiry committee establishe
appropriate government.

o Penalty: If the coaching center breaél terms or conditions of registration
or general requirements, it will face ies. 325,000 for the first violation,

Rs 1 lakh for a second offenge’™and Tegistration revocation for subsequent

breaches.

elling system
students

complaints
aints against

by the competent
is purpose by the

India celebrated its 75th Republic Day on 26th January, 2024.
About Republic Day 2024

Theme of Republic Day 2024: The theme for the 75th Republic Day 2024 — ‘Viksit

Bharat’ and ‘Bharat — Loktantra ki Matruka’.

o It reflects women’s integral role in India’s development and progress.

Chief Guest of Republic Day 2024: The Chief Guest for the Republic Day events

in 2024 was the President of France, Emmanuel Macron.

Women Contingent: The parade was all women-centric. For the first time, it

included 100 women artists playing Indian musical instruments such as Sankh,

Naadswaram, Nagada, etc.

o To promote gender equality and women empowerment, the 2024 Republic
Day featured the women contingent of Delhi Police.

o An all-women Tri-Service Contingent marched the Kartavya Path for the first
time. Paramilitary contingent also involved women.

Foreign Contingent: The French participants consisted of a 33-member band

contingent and a 95-member marching contingent.

Special Guests: The government also invited 1,500 farmers and their spouses as

special guests for the Republic Day Parade 2024.

o They include members of Farmers Producers Organisations (FPOs), and also
beneficiaries of PM-KISAN and micro irrigation schemes.

[
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Major Republic Day Tableau showcased at Kartavya Path

State/
Ministry/
Department

Andhra
Pradesh

Rajasthan

Odisha

Haryana

Madhya
Pradesh

Chhattisgarh

Ladakh

Manipur

Tamil Nadu

Gujarat

Ministry of
Electronics
and IT

Ministry of
Ports,

Shipping &
Waterways

CRPF

Indian  Air
Force (IAF)

Republic Day Tableaux Theme

e Focuses on revolutionizing school education and preparing
students to be globally competitive.

e Focuses on the development of women’s handicraft industries and
festive culture.
e Features the famous Ghoomar dance and Meera Bai’s statue.

e Highlights women’s significant role in handicrafts and handloom
sectors, preserving and promoting traditional arts.

e Illustrates women’s empowerment through the ‘Mera Parivar -
Meri Pehchan’ program, showcasing Haryanvi women benefiting
from Digital India initiatives.

e Showcases Integration of women into the development process
through welfare schemes.

o Features Avani Chaturvedi, Madhya Pradesh’s first woman
fighter pilot.

e Displays Bastar’s ‘Muria Darbar,’ a 600-year-old tribal tradition
of community decision-making, emphasizing women’s dominant
role in decision-making.

e Highlights the Indian women’s ice hockey team, composed of
accomplished Ladakhi women, showcasing their achievements
and contributions to sports.

e Spotlights women’s roles in socio-economic activities, featuring
intricate work with lotus stems, traditional ‘charkhas,” and
‘Ima Keithel,” an all-women’s market.

e Presents ancient polling process used during the 10th century
Chola era, featuring leaf ballots in pots.

e Showcases Dhordo village, recently recognized as one of the best
tourism villages in the country, reflecting its cultural and touristic
significance.

e Showcases the involvement and use of artificial intelligence
(AI) in various sectors and industries.

e Displays the development of India’s maritime sector, including
the rise of women seafarers, lighthouse development, and cruise
tourism.

e Presents a tableau on ‘women empowerment’ featuring all
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs), emphasizing women’s
contributions in the security forces.

e Themed ‘Indian Air Force: Power Beyond Boundaries,‘ it
showcases major IAF assets, including recently inducted ones,
symbolizing IAF’s prowess.

[
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o Highlights the significant contribution of women scientists in core
DRDO areas of defence research, featuring anti-satellite and anti-tank
guided missile systems.

e Showcases Chandrayaan-3 at its landing site, Shiv Shakti Point

ISRO on the Moon, as one of ISRO’s major achievements.

Background: Republic

e Republic is a type of astatein which political power rests with
the public (citizens) through their representatives.

e In the Republic form of government, the head of the State, who is usually the
President, is elected (directly or indirectly) by the people and not hereditary.

Republic Day of India

e About: Republic Day of India marks the date on which the Constitution of
India came into effect on 26 January 1950.

e Origin: o N _

o After India became independent through the Indian Independence Act 1947,
it became a constitutional monarchy with George VI as head of state and Lord
Mountbatten as governor-general.

o The independent government decided that a separate constitution will be
adopted for governing the nation. For that purpose, the constituent assembly
was set up.

o The constituent assembly appointed Dr B R Ambedkar as the chairman of the
drafting committee of the Indian constitution.

o A draft constitution was prepared and submitted to the Constituent
Assembly on 4 November 1947. After discussions, which spanned two years, 11
months, and 17 days, a consensus was reached.

o The Indian Constituent Assembly adopted the Indian constitution on 26
November 1949 and came into effect on 26 January 1950.

o Thus, the Indian constitution replaced the Government of India Act 1935 as
the governing document of India, turning the nation from a dominion into
a republic.

o The 26th of January was chosen as the Republic Day as it was on that day in
1930 when the Poorna Swaraj’ was proclaimed by the Indian National

_ Congress at the Lahore Session.

Events on Republic Day 2024
Here are some major events scheduled for Republic Day 2024;
e Address by the President of India:

o On the day prior to the Republic Day, the President of India addresses the

nation. The address will outline India’s achievements and path for the future.
o Declaration of Awards

o Usually, the Government of India declares Padma Awards to the civilians of
India on the eve of the Republic Day.

o These awards include Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri.
The awards include a Certificate issued under the hand and seal of the
President and a Medallion.

e Laying the Wreath:

Head Office :- 104, Ground Floor, Mall Road Kingsway Camp Near G.T.B Nagar Metro Gate No-3 Delhi-110009 13
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o Before the parade begins, the prime minister of India lays a wreath at
the Amar Jawan Jyoti and takes a moment of silence to commemorate fallen
soldiers.

Unfurling of National Flag

o The President of India will unfurl the national flag at Kartavya path. This will
be followed by the playing of the National Anthem and a 21-Gun Salute.

Republic Day Parade:

o The Ministry of Defence organises Republic Day parade in New Delhi to mark
the occasion. The parade and related events last for three days.

o The parade begins from the gates of the Rashtrapati Bhavan (the President’s
residence), Raisina Hill on Kartavya Path (formerly Rajpath) past the India
Gate.

o The parade is an event to showcase India’s Defence Capability, Cultural and
Social Heritage. It includes tableaux from various states and government
organisations, and also cultural performance by school students and artists.

o The Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Airforce, paramilitary forces, special
forces and police forces take part in the parade.

o The main attraction in the parade is the foreign dignitary, who will be
attending the parade as the chief guest for the events.

At Home Reception: L _

o At Home Reception is the key feature of both Republic Day and Independence
Day celebrations, where the President invites dignitaries to the Rashtrapati
Bhavan.

o The invitees include the Prime Minister, his council of ministers, top
officials and also visiting foreign dignitaries.

o The event presents an opportunity for people from various walks to meet the
Prime Minister and the President and to interact with each other.

Beating Retreat Ceremony

o The Beating Retreat ceremony officially signifies the end of Republic Day
festivities. Every year, it is held on the evening of 29 January, the third day
after the Republic Day.

o It includes a performance by the bands of the three wings of the defence
forces, the Indian Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air Force. The venue is Raisina
Hill and an adjacent square, Vijay Chowk.

o During the ceremony, popular tunes like Vande Mataram, Vaishnava Jana
To, Saare Jahan Se Achcha, Aye Mere Watan Ke Logo etc, along with the
National Anthem, are performed.

Sign_ificance of Republic Day 2024

Celebrate Adoption of Constitution: The Republic Day celebrates coming into
force of the Indian constitution.

Beginning of Indian Presidentship: It was on 26th January 1950 that the
position of President of India came into effect.

Commitment to Constitutional Principles: The Republic Day displays our strong
commitment to constitutional principles of justice, liberty and equality.
Democratic Rights: The Republic Day put our focus on democratic values,
which are the building blocks of our nation and the civil society.

Showcase our Culture and Heritage: Republic Day is an opportunity to
showcase our varied heritage, promoting a feeling of pride and oneness.

[
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o Creating Awareness: Republic Day is used as an event to teach students about
our Constitution, and the struggles for India’s independence.

o Foreign Policy: The selection of Foreign Guests for Republic Day celebrations
indicates India’s foreign standing and its future vision.

e Defence Power: The Republic Day provides the opportunity to display the

military strength of our country in the form of weapons and defence
personnel.

1.11 What is Default Bail?

Overview:

The Supreme Court recently held that default bail cannot be clai

that the investigation is pending against other accused.

e About Default Bail:

e The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) provides for t
438 provides for Anticipatory Bail, Section 439 provide il whereas
Section 167(2) provides for default/statutory bail.

e Default bail, also known as statutory bail, is a ty
to an accused detained in custody, when the p
to complete the investigation and file the char
frame stipulated under the law.

e When a person is arrested under any g
the arresting authority to complete the

on the ground

ich aéCrues as a right
il to or are unable
within the time

f any act, there is an obligation on
igation within a specified time.

@)
for more than
arrest (excludi
e Therefore, whe
investigation wit
person cam

o Itincludes days spent in both police and judicial custody, but not days
spent in house-arrest.

o For an accused to be entitled to default bail, the accused must have been in
custody during the entire statutory period for the investigation, and the
accused must not have been released on bail during that period.

o A requirement for the grant of statutory bail is that the right should be claimed
by the person in custody.

o If the charge sheet is not filed within the stipulated period, but there is no
application for bail under Section 167(2), there is no automatic bail.
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o Once the accused files an application for bail under Section 167(2), it is
considered that he/she has enforced the right to be released on default bail.

o This right only comes into place after the stipulated time limit for investigation
has expired.

o If the accused fails to apply for default bail after the investigation time period
has expired and the investigating agency files a charge-sheet or seeks more time
before the accused makes such an application for default bail, then the right to
default bail is no longer applicable. The Magistrate can then grant further time
for the completion of the investigation.

o However, the accused may still be released on bail under other legal provisions
of the Code.

o The default bail is not liable to be cancelled even after t
investigation and the submission of the charge sheet. T

can be cancelled.
e Default Bail as Fundamental Right:
The Supreme Court, while hearing an appeal regardi
bail under the first proviso of Section 167(2) of the CrP
not merely a statutory right as it is, a procedure estab
21 of the Constitution.

1.12 National Voters’ Day
Overview:

felicttated and handed over their Elector Photo Identity Card (EPIC)
ions held across the country.

eme - ‘Nothing Like Voting, I Vote For sure’
e On January 25, 2024, the Election Commission of India celebrates its 75th year of
service to the Nation.

Key facts about the Election Commission of India

o It is an autonomous and permanent constitutional body responsible for organizing
free and fair elections in India.

e The Constitution grants the ECI with the power of direction, superintendence, and
control of elections to Parliament, state legislatures, the office of president of India,
and the office of vice-president of India.
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e Powers and responsibilities ECI:

o Determining the Electoral Constituencies’ territorial areas throughout the
country.

o Preparing and periodically revising electoral rolls and registering all eligible
voters.

o Notifying the schedules and dates of elections and scrutinizing nomination
papers.

o Granting recognition to the various political parties and allocating them election
symbols.

o The Commission also has advisory jurisdiction in the matter of post-election
disqualification of sitting members of Parliament and State tures.

e It issues the Model Code of Conduct in elections for political parties and,candidates
so that no one indulges in unfair practice or there is no arbit
by those in power.

e Composition: The commission consists of a Chief Electio
two Election Commissioners (ECs).

Two types of scheme

Central sector & centrally sponsored

1.13 Atal Bhujal Yojna
Overview:

Recently, the meeting for review of
Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh.

Bhujal Yojna was held at

About Atal Bhujal Yojna

e Atal Bhujal Yojana is a ce

¢ Duration: Period of 5 024-25), Increased by 2 years in May,
2023.

e Objective: The maj
groundwater resf

Scheme is to improve the management of
ter stressed areas in identified states.

engthening and Capacity Building Component for
nstitutional arrangements for sustainable groundwater
in the States including improving monitoring networks, capacity

ed groundwater management practices namely, data dissemination,
preparation of water security plans, implementation of management
interventions through convergence of ongoing schemes, adopting demand side
management practices etc.

o The scheme is being funded by the Government of India and the World Bank
on a 50:50 basis.

o Total cost of scheme is Rs. 6,000 crore, Out of this, Rs. 3,000 is loan from the
World Bank and Rs. 3,000 crore is matching contribution from the Government
of India.

e Implemented Ministry: Ministry of Jal Shakti.
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o The key results areas are:
o Strengthened institutional framework and effective ground water data
monitoring and disclosure.
o Improved planning and implementation of groundwater management
interventions.

1.14 Bharat Ratna

Overview:

Karpoori Thakur, a prominent Gandhian socialist leader and former Bihar chief
minister will be awarded the ‘Bharat Ratna’ posthumously.

About Bharat Ratna
e It is the highest civilian Award of the country which was i d im\the year
1954.
o Eligibility:
o Any person without distinction of race, occu
for these awards.

sex is eligible

o Though usually conferred on India-born citizen rat Ratna has been
awarded to one naturalised citizen, Mqg to two non-Indians,
Pakistan national Khan Abdul Gh former South African
President Nelson Mandela.

o The original statutes did not proyide fop6 s awards but were amended

al Bahadur Shastri became

. e /performance of the highest order
in any field of human end

e The recommendations afare made by the Prime Minister himself
to the President and n dations for this are necessary.

e The number of an icted to a maximum of three in a particular
year.

¢ On confermen ' recipient receives a Sanad (certificate) signed by

The award does not carry any monetary grant.
. (1) of the Constitution, the award cannot be used as a

in their biodata/letterhead/visiting card etc. to indicate that
ient of the award.

e Karp hakur, called as “Jan Nayak”, was a prominent Indian politician
who served as the 11th Chief Minister of Bihar twice, from 1970-71 and 1977-
79.

o Early Life and Political Foundation (1942-1967): He was a freedom fighter and
a staunch socialist who worked under the guidance of stalwarts such
as Jayaprakash Narain, Dr Rammanohar Lohia and Ramnandan Mishra.

Represented the Nai community, listed as an Extremely Backward Class (EBC)

among OBCs.
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1.15 In Past 8 Years, More Women Enrolled in Higher Studies Than Men

Why in News?

In the last eight years, more women have enrolled in higher education compared to
men, according to the 2021-22 All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
released recently.

About All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) Report

Key Highlights of the AISHE Report 2021-22

The All-India Survey on Higher Education is the main source of comprehensive
statistics on the Higher Education scenario in the country.

It is published by the Ministry of Education. The Ministry n conducting
All India Survey on Higher Education since 2011.

The survey covers all higher educational institutions locatedyi 1am\Territory
and imparting higher education in the country.

The survey collects detailed information on different pa S S s student
enrollment, teacher’s data, infrastructural infoxrmatio ial information

etc.

The AISHE report 2021-22 was cond
session 2021-22.

Number of Institutions:
o In all, 341 Universiti
2014-15.

o Out of 1168
Govt. 240, S
(Un-aided).
There are 17

ent’ in higher education has increased to nearly 4.33 crore in
3.42 crores in 2014-15.

al number of pass-outs has increased to 1.07 Crore in 2021-22 as
against 95.4 Lakh in 2020-21.

Caste-wise enrolment

o Caste breakdown of the total enrolled students in 2021-22:
» 15.3% belong to Scheduled Caste,
*  6.3% belong to Scheduled Tribe,
» 37.8% are from Other Backward Class and
» Remaining 40.6% students are from other communities.

o Enrolment of Scheduled Caste students has increased to 66.23 lakh in 2021-
22 from 58.95 lakh in 2020-21.

[
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o In case of Scheduled Tribe students, the enrolment has increased to 27.1 lakh
in 2021-22 from 24.12 lakh in 2020-21.

o The enrolment of Scheduled Tribe Female students has increased to 13.46
lakh in 2021- 22 from 12.21 lakh in 2020-21.

o The Minority enrolment has increased to 30.1 lakh in 2021-22 from 21.8
lakh in 2014-15.

e State-wise enrolment

o The top 6 States in terms of Student Enrolment are Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Rajasthan.
» They constitute 5§3.3% of the total Student Enrolment.

o Number of foreign students
» Total number of foreign students enrolled in higher educatio

Afghanistan (6.7%), United States (6.2%), Bangl
and Bhutan (3.3%).
o Teaching Staff in Higher Education:
» The total number of faculty/teachers
which about 56.6% are male and 43.4% are
» Number of teachers has increased by 46,618 in 2

1.16 PM CARES Fund
Overview:

The Delhi High Court recently s
Commission (CIC) directing the Incofne (IT) d
the tax exemption granted to the F
2005.

order of the Central Information
ment to provide details regarding
under the Right to Information Act,

About PM CARES Fund:
e It was created on Mame owing the COVID-19 pandemic in India.

ational fund to deal with any emergencyand

is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund, and
efence, Minister of Home Affairs, and Minister of
overnment of India are ex-officio Trustees of the Fund.

on of the Board of Trustees (Prime Minister) shall have the

P administration, and philanthropy.
o Any person appointed a Trustee shall act in a pro bono capacity.

Objectives:

o To undertake and support relief or assistance of any kind relating to a public
health emergency or any other kind of emergency, calamity, or distress,
either man-made or natural, including the creation or upgradation of
healthcare or pharmaceutical facilities, other necessary infrastructure, funding
relevant research, or any other type of support.
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o To render financial assistance, provide grants of payments of money, or take
such other steps as may be deemed necessary by the Board of Trustees for the
affected population.

o To undertake any other activity which is not inconsistent with the above objectives.

Fund Finance:

o The fund consists entirely of voluntary contributions from
individuals/organizations and does not receive any budgetary support.

o Donations to PM CARES Fund would qualify for 80G benefits for 100%
exemption under the Income Tax Act, 1961.

o Donations to the PM CARES Fund will also qualify
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditure undef the C
2013

o PM CARES Fund has also got an exemption under
Regulation Act (FCRA), and a separate accou
donations has been opened.

o This enables the CARES Fund to accept d ions ributions from
individuals and organizations based in foreign co i

counted as
anies Act,

1.17 Key Facts about Supreme Court of Indi
Overview:

The Prime Minister recently inaugurqgted
Supreme Court.

Jubilee celebration of the

About Supreme Court of India (S

History:

e The Supreme Court of iag i judicial body under the Constitution of
India.

e Article 124 of the i s that “There shall be a Supreme Court of
India.”

e The Supreme i istence on January 26, 1950, with the coming
into force of the C

e On Janu 0, two days after India became a Sovereign Democratic

Republic, th ourt was inaugurated.

itially functioned from the old Parliament House till

ginal Constitution of 1950 envisaged a Supreme Court with a Chief
Justice and 7 puisne Judges, leaving it to Parliament to increase this
number.
o Considering the increase in workload, Parliament increased the number of
Judges from 8 in 1950 to 11 in 1956, 14 in 1960, 18 in 1978, 26 in 1986, 31 in
2009, and 34 in 2019 (current strength).

e Today, the judges sit in benches of two and three and come together in larger
benches of 5 and more (Constitution Bench)to decide any conflicting
decisions between benches of the Supreme Court or any substantial questions
concerning the interpretation of the Constitution.
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e The proceedings of the Supreme Court are conducted in English.
e Powers and Functions:

o The Supreme Court has original, appellate, and advisory jurisdiction.

o It serves both as the final court of appeals and the final interpreter of the
Constitution.

o Its exclusive original jurisdiction extends to any dispute between the
Government of India and one or more States or between the Government of
India and any State or States on one side and one or more States on the other,
or between two or more States, if and insofar as the dispute involves any
question (whether of law or fact)on which the existence or extent of a legal
right depends.

o In addition, Article 32 of the Constitution gives
jurisdiction to the Supreme Court for the enforceme
Rights.

e It is empowered to issue directions, orders, or writs
nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition,
enforce them.

o The Supreme Court has been conferred with the

from a Court subordinate to another

certificate granted by the
or 134 of the Constitutio
order of a High Court i

or trial before itself any case from any Court subordinate to
has in such trial convicted the accused and sentenced him to

o Parliament is authorised to confer on the Supreme Court any further
powers to entertain and hear appeals from any judgement, final order or
sentence in a criminal proceeding of a High Court.

o The Supreme Court also has a very wide appellate jurisdiction over all
Courts and Tribunals in India in as much as it may, in its discretion, grant
special leave to appeal under Article 136 of the Constitution from any
judgment, decree, determination, sentence or order in any cause or
matter passed or made by any Court or Tribunal in the territory of India.
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o The Supreme Court has special advisory jurisdiction in matters which may
specifically be referred to it by the President of India under Article 143 of

the Constitution.

o Election Petitions under Part Il of the Presidential and Vice-Presidential
Elections Act, 1952, are also filed directly in the Supreme Court.

o Under Articles 129 and 142 of the Constitution, the Supreme Court has been
vested with power to punish for contempt of Court, including the power to
punish for contempt of itself.

o The Supreme Court can reconsider its final judgment or order by way of a
curative petition on limited grounds after the dismissal of the review petition.

As the highest court in India, the Supreme Court’s judgments inding on all
other courts in the country. Py

O

QL
&
v
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2. International Relations

2.1 Argentina has formally rejected the invitation to join the BRICS (Brazil,

Russia, India, China, South Africa) group of major emerging economies.

o New Argentinian President Milei, during his election campaign, Milei had
expressed a geopolitical alignment with the United States and Israel, emphasizing
a reluctance to ally with communists.

o The decision aligns with his campaign promises and reflects a shift in foreign
policy from the previous administration.

o The membership of Argentina, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United
Arab Emirates was due to take effect from January 1, 2024.

2.2 Square Kilometre Array Observatory : India Joins

India has formally signed up for the Square Kilometre Array Observatory (SKAO)

an ambitious multinational initiative to build the world’s largest radio telescope

spanning over a square kilometer.

o The SKAO is not one instrument but a vast collection of thousands of telescope
antennas at sites in South Africa and Australia.
These will interconnect as a single giant telescope array.
It will enable astronomers to probe celestial phenomena out to extreme distances,
advancing cosmic understanding.

o Joining SKAO allows India a front-row seat in decoding mysteries of the universe
through ultra-sensitive technology.

o Findings can enrich knowledge regarding galaxy evolution, stars, black holes and
more while opening up new research #”ections.

2.3 What is the Eurozone?

About Eurozone

e The eurozone;

region that co

as the euro area, is a geographic and economic
all the European Union countries that have
suro as their national currency.

roatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
sWkatvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal,
ehia, and Spain.
ean Union nations participate in the eurozone; some opt to use their
own cy and maintain their financial independence.
e The European Central Bank (ECB) exercises the sole power to set the monetary
policy for the Eurozone countries.
o The ECB exercises the sole authority to decide the printing and minting of euro
notes and coins. It also decides the interest rate for the Eurozone.
o The ECBs is headed by a president and a board, comprising the heads of the
central banks of the participating nations.
What is European Union (EU)?
e The EU is a political and economic union of 27 member states located primarily in
Europe.
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e The EU was established by the Maastricht Treaty, which entered into force on
November 1, 1993.

e The main goal of the EU is to promote cooperation and integration among its
member states in order to enhance economic and political stability in Europe.

e The EU has its own currency, the Euro, which is used by 19 of the member states

2.4 What is EB-5 Immigrant Investor Program?
Overview:

The United States Department of State recently released data that indicates significant
progress in the processing of EB-5 applications that are currently pending, especially
those from Indian citizens.

About EB-5 Immigrant Investor Program

e The EB-5 (employment-based, 5Sth preference), or
a special road for overseas investors and their fa
residency and Green Cards in the United States.

e It is administered by the United States Citize
(USCIS).

capital investment by foreign investors.

e Under this program, investors (and t ses and unmarried children under

21) are eligible to apply for lawful perma idence (become a Green Card
holder) if they:

o Make the necessary inve
States, and

o Plan to create or pre 1 nt full-time jobs for qualified U.S.
workers. '

2.5 India-Maldives Relations

In Context:

e Maldives and China signed 20 agreements after the Muizzu-Xi meeting amid a
diplomatic row with India.

hbours are India, about 600 kilometres north-east, and Sri Lanka,
tres north-east.

(so 00 of which are inhabited), grouped in clusters, or atolls.
o The islands extend more than 510 miles (820 km) from north to south and 80
miles (130 km) from east to west.
o None of the coral islands stand more than 1.8 metres (six feet) above sea level.
o Barrier reefs protect the islands from the destructive effects of monsoons.
Capital: Male

¢ Languages:
o The official language is an Indo-European language called Dhivehi (or
Maldivian).

o Arabic, Hindi, and English are also spoken.
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o Islam is the state religion.
o« Economy: It revolves mainly around tourism.
o Constitutional Framework: The constitution of the Maldives was adopted in 2008.
o The head of state and government is the president, assisted by a vice president
and a cabinet.
o The president and vice president are directly elected by universal suffrage to
a maximum of two five-year terms.

CAREER IAS

About News:

e The Chinese President with his Maldivian counterpart signed 20 “key”
agreements, including on tourism cooperation, disaster risk reduction and the
blue economy.

o [t also announced the elevation of their bilateral ties to a comprehensive strategic
cooperative partnership.

Recent Maldives-India Row:

e The latest trigger has been undiplomatic words wused by ministers in
Maldives against Prime Minister Narendra Modi in particular and Indians in
general.

e The new government led

Tourist arrivals in Maldives in 2023

by President Mohamed In 2023, Maldives saw the highest number of tourists from India
Muizzu asked India to 0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000
withdraw military India 209,108

personnel and chose
China for one of his firstf
overseas visits.

Russia 209,146

China 187,118

4

@
[l
~

e s caina - & < I
also urges China to

reclaim top spot in ' [RMMM |
tourist arrivals which USAI 74,575

was dominated by India

in the last few years.
e The incumbent
government rode to power

France 49,199

Spain 40,462

switzerland 37,260

on an ‘India Out’ poll
campaign.

Source: Maldives Tourism Ministry
The Hindu Graphics

o The release of a report
by the EU Election Observation Mission of Maldives said, the ruling coalition
in Maldives deployed anti-Indian sentiments and attempted to spread
disinformation in the 2023 presidential elections in which Mr. Muizzu won.

e Maldives has also decided not to renewthe agreement with India on a
hydrographic survey of its waters.

o The agreement, signed in 2019, allowed India to conduct a hydrographic
survey of the Maldivian territorial waters, study and chart reefs, lagoons,
coastlines, ocean currents and tide levels.

Evolution of India and Maldives Relations
e The relationship between India and the Maldives has evolved over the years,
influenced by geopolitical, economic, and strategic considerations.
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Early Diplomatic Ties (1965-1978): The Maldives gained independence from the

British in 1965, and established diplomatic relations with India.

o India was one of the first countries to recognize the Maldives as an independent
nation.

Strategic Partnership (1978-1988): The signing of the Maritime Boundary

Agreement in 1979 helped define the maritime boundaries between the two

countries.

Political Turbulence (1988-2008): The relationship faced challenges

in 1988 when a coup attempt in the Maldives led to the intervention of Indian

forces in Operation Cactus. -

o India’s military intervention was aimed at thwarting the coup and preserving
the Maldives’ political stability.

o This event temporarily strained diplomatic relations but was later resolved.

Normalization and Economic Cooperation (2008-2013): In 2008 the Maldives

experienced a peaceful political transition, and Mohamed Nasheed became the

President. B S

o The relationship between India and the Maldives improved, focusing
on economic cooperation, trade, and people-to-people ties.

o India provided developmental assistance to the Maldives, particularly in
infrastructure projects and capacity building.

Period of Strain (2013-2018): The relationship faced challenges during the

presidency of Abdulla Yameen, with concerns over issues such as democratic

backsliding, human rights, and a perceived tilt towards China.

o The Maldives’ growing engagement with China, including infrastructure projects
under the Belt and Road Initiative, raised strategic concerns for India.

Renewed Engagement (2018 Onward): The election of Ibrahim Mohamed

Solih as the President of the Maldives in 2018 marked a shift in bilateral

relations. There was a renewed emphasis on strengthening ties with India.

o The two countries reaffirmed their commitment to democratic values, and India
extended financial assistance for various developmental projects.

Significance of Maldives for India:

Location: Maldives’ proximity to the west coast of India (barely 70 nautical miles

from Minicoy and 300 nautical miles from India’s West coast).

Trade Route: Situated along crucial maritime trade routes between the Gulf of

Aden and the Strait of Malacca, the Maldives acts as a “toll gate” for nearly half

of India’s external trade and 80% of its energy imports.

Strategic Importance: The Maldives is strategically located in the Indian Ocean,

and its stability and security are of interest to India.

Counterbalancing China: Maldives presents an opportunity for India to

counterbalance China’s growing influence in the Indian Ocean, fostering regional

balance of power.

Economic partnership: India is one of the biggest investors and tourism markets

for the Maldives, with significant trade and infrastructure projects underway.

Defence: Defense and Security Cooperation: Since 1988, defence and security

has been a major area of cooperation between India and Maldives.

o A comprehensive Action Plan for Defence was also signed in 2016 to
consolidate defence partnership.

[
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o Estimates suggest that almost 70 per cent of Maldives’ defence training is
done by India — either on the islands or in India’s elite military academies.

Significance of India for Maldives:

¢ Essential Commodities: India supplies Maldives with its everyday essentials: rice,
spices, fruits, vegetables, poultry, medicines and life-saving drugs.

e Education: Every year, Maldivian students come to Indian higher educational
institutions.

e Economic dependence: Of the Rs 50 crore total trade between India and Maldives
in 2022, Rs 49 crore was India’s exports to Maldives. India emerged as Maldives’
second largest trade partner in 2022.

o Disaster Relief Assistance: When a tsunami struck the islands in 2004, India was
the first to send in help. o _

o In 2014 Male had a drinking water crisis as the major desalination plant
broke down, India overnight airlifted drinking water to the islands.

o During the Covid-19 pandemic, India sent essential medicines, masks, gloves,
PPE kits and vaccines for the island country.

Challenges:

Political Instability

e Domestic turmoil in the Maldives: Recent political upheavals and changes in
government can create uncertainty and complicate long-term cooperation projects.

Chinese Influence

e Economic and infrastructure investments: China’s growing economic presence
in the Maldives, evidenced by investments in infrastructure projects and debt-trap
diplomacy, can be perceived as a challenge to India’s strategic interests in the
region.

o Military ambitions: Chinese naval expansion and potential military ambitions in
the Indian Ocean with the active support from Maldives can raise concerns for
India.

Security Concerns:

e Non-traditional threats: Piracy, terrorism, and drug trafficking remain concerns
in the region, requiring continuous collaboration and intelligence sharing between
India and the Maldives.

o Extremism and radicalization: The Maldives’ vulnerability to religious extremism
and radicalization poses a security threat that necessitates joint efforts in
countering such ideologies.

Economic and Environmental Concerns:

o Trade imbalance: The significant trade imbalance between India and the Maldives
could lead to resentment and calls for diversifying trade partnerships.

o Impact of climate change: Both nations are highly vulnerable to climate change
and rising sea levels, requiring coordinated efforts for adaptation and
environmental protection.

Overcoming the challenges:
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e Open and transparent communication: Regular dialogue at all levels can address
concerns and build trust.

e Focus on common interests: Prioritizing areas like maritime security, climate
change, and economic development can solidify the foundation of the partnership.

¢ Respect for sovereignty and non-interference: Both countries must respect each
other’s internal affairs and avoid interference in domestic politics.

e Strengthening people-to-people ties: Cultural exchange programs and
educational collaborations can foster deeper understanding and empathy.

e Addressing internal issues: Both India and the Maldives need to address domestic
challenges like corruption and instability to project a positive image and foster a
stable partnership.

Way Ahead:

e The evolution of India-Maldives relations reflects a combination of geopolitical
dynamics, changes in leadership, and shared regional interests.

e India is steadfast in its commitments towards Maldives and has always walked
the extra mile towards building relations.

e Any impulsive steps to undo the carefully nurtured all encompassing partnership
is likely to harm Maldives more than it would India.

2.6 Key facts about Cabo Verde
Recently, the World Health Orga ! HQO) h@is certified Cabo Verde (also known

Why in the news?
¢ Cabo Verde has beg
organisation’s A
who were certifi€

ntry to acquire the status in the global health
country has now joined Mauritius and Algeria,
19, respectively.

About Cabo
o It i ¢ Cape Verde

w oup of islands
t i est coast of Africa. CAPE MAURITANIA
o Ifi by Senegal and is ~_VERDE Novakom
t i
e Th archipelago 0wl
includes ten islands and five islets, FRAIA DAKAR
divided into the windward THE GaRAMUL
(Barlavento) and leeward (Sotavento) 163;:;0
groups. GUINEA-
e Climate: Generally moderate, the BISSAUSSY, ¢ y 1 N EA ‘
climate is characterized by stable i v
temperatures with extreme aridity. EREFOR e &

e The terrain of the Cabo Verde
islands varies from the geologically older, flatter islands in the east and the newer,
more mountainous islands in the west.
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e Population: The overwhelming majority of the population of Cabo Verde is of mixed
European and African descent and is often referred to as mestico or Crioulo.

e Capital: Praia

e Languages spoken: Portuguese and Cape Verdean Creole

Key facts about Malaria

e It is a life-threatening disease caused by parasites that are transmitted to people
through the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes.

o There are 5 parasite species that cause malaria in humans, and 2 of these
species, Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax, pose the greatest threat.

e [Itis common in tropical areas where it’s hot and humid.

e Children under S years of age are the most vulnerable group a

e Symptoms: Fever and sweating,Chills Headache and muscle ac

Treatment: It is preventable and curable. With early tre most pgobple with

malaria will make a full recovery.

2.7 Iran Pakistan & Baloch Militancy:

Recently, the relationship between Iran and Pakistan

Iranian missiles and drones that struck two alleged bases

an anti-Iran Baloch militant group, in Paki province.

e Pakistan reacted strongly to the “blata ” of its sovereignty and carried out
its own cross-border missile strikes on alleégeé prist sanctuaries in Iran.

serious hits over
Jaish al-Adl (JAA),

Pakistan’s Inter Services Intellig

Who is Jaish al-Adl?
e Jaish al-Adl, or the f
Justice, is

The Baloch
homeland,
straddling
the Iran-
Pakistan
border

AFGHANISTAN

considered

the Jundullah

which saw its
after Iran
ny of its members.

e Jaish al-Adl's main objectives
include seeking independence
for Iran's eastern Sistan province and Pakistan's southwestern Baluchistan
province. These goals, advocating for the rights of the Baluch people, make the
group a common target for both the Iranian and Pakistani governments.

e The ethnic Baluch community faces discrimination in both Iran and Pakistan, with
concerns about a lack of fair distribution of resources and wealth in their
respective provinces. Baluch separatists and nationalists demand a more equitable
share and often resort to insurgency as a means of expressing their grievances.

Sy
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e The group's presence in Balochistan, particularly in the border regions, has been a
source of tension between Iran and Pakistan.
o Both countries have a history of suspicion and accusations regarding each
other's involvement in supporting militant activities.

How has been the Relationship Between Pakistan and Iran?
¢ Pre-1979 Alliance:

o Before the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran, both countries were firmly allied
to the United States and had, in 1955, joined the Baghdad Pact, later known
as the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO), a military alliance modeled
on NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization).

o Iran provided material and weapons support to Pakist
against India in 1965 and 1971.

o The Shah of Iran expressed concern about the "disi
after the Liberation of Bangladesh.

¢ Post-1979 Shift:

o The Islamic Revolution in Iran led to th

Shiite regime under Ayatollah Khomeini. This

o Iran went from being an ally to a

“War on Terror”.

o Iran’s post-1979 fo
made its Arab neig
e Each of thesegeil-r1

group of @ s, n

calated after the Taliban massacred Persian-speaking Shia
nd Iranian diplomats in Mazar-i-Sharif in 1998.

o Despite historical tensions, both countries made attempts to improve
ties. Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto expressed regret over tightening U.S.
sanctions against Iran in 1995, and Pakistan imported gas from Iran during
her government.

o However, relations soured after General Pervez Musharraf took power in 1999.

What is the Balochistan Dynamics between Iran and Pakistan?
e Geographical and Demographic Context:
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o The Iran-Pakistan border, known as the Goldsmith Line, spans approximately
909 kilometres from a tripoint with Afghanistan to the northern Arabian Sea.

o Roughly 9 million ethnic Baloch people inhabit both sides of the border,
residing in the Pakistani province of Balochistan, the Iranian province of
Sistan and Baluchestan, and neighbouring areas of Afghanistan.

e Shared Baloch Identity:

o Baloch people share a common cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and religious
identity that transcends the modern borders imposed on the region.

o Despite living in different countries, the Balochs maintain strong ties based
on historical and cultural connections.

e Marginalisation and Grievances:

o The Baloch in both Iran and Pakistan ve erienced
marginalization, feeling politically and economically dista ominant
regimes in each country.

e In Pakistan, the Baloch face challenges as an e minori ithin

a Punjabi-dominated political structure.
e In Iran, they are not only an ethnic mi
minority, with the majority being Sunni 1
country.
e Economic Disparities:
o The Baloch homeland is rich in

ity but als religious
minantly Shia

esources, but economic disparities
population lives under the
poverty line.
o In Pakistan, despite massi
Road Initiative, improve
o Nationalist Movements:
o Baloch nationalis i roots dating back to the early
20tk century whe i i borders were drawn in the region.
o The marginalisati

p projects like China's Belt and
es have been limited.

ications of Escalating Tensions Between Pakistan and Iran?

bility:

ing tensions between Pakistan and Iran could contribute to regional
instability, especially given the complex geopolitical landscape of the Middle
East and South Asia.

o The relationship between Pakistan and Iran may further strain, impacting
diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties.

e Proxy Dynamics:

o Both Pakistan and Iran have been accused of supporting proxies in regional
conflicts. Escalations may heighten proxy dynamics, with each country trying
to exert influence in the other's internal affairs or supporting certain factions in
ongoing regional conflicts.
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o Impact on Balochistan:
o Balochistan could witness increased wunrest. The Baloch mnationalist
movements might gain momentum, and there could be repercussions for the

local populations.

o The situation might draw in other regional actors, such as India, the United
States, Saudi Arabia, or Israel, further complicating the geopolitical landscape
and potentially leading to a broader regional conflict.

e Security Concerns:

o Escalating tensions may raise security concerns for neighbouring countries,
particularly Afghanistan. The region is already grappling with security
challenges, and heightened tensions could exacerbate th

e Implications for India:

o The tensions may impact India's relations with Iran, e
India's involvement in projects like the Chabahar por;
delicate diplomatic position, balancing its ties with
States.

What is India’s Stance over the Faceoff Between Pakistan a
e Zero Tolerance Towards Terrorism:
o India emphasised its "uncompro

positio of 2zero tolerance
rscores India's consistent stance
i concerns regarding cross-

nderstanding of "actions that
suggests a recognition of the complex

as chair from Azerbaijan, to run until 2027.
ing Cooperation for Shared Global Affluence.’

‘Vishwaa Mitra” initiative
o A call for multipolar world

About Non-Aligned Movement

o The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is an alliance of developing nations that
refuses to identify with any major superpower.

o [t was established in 1961 at the height of the Cold War. Whereas it started with
the Bandung Conference held in Indonesia in 1955.

e Current members:
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o 120 countries: 53 from Africa, 39 from Asia, 26 from Latin America and the
Caribbean and two from Europe.

o It also includes the non-UN member state of Palestine, 17 other observer
countries, and 10 observer organizations.

o India is one of the founding members.

After the United Nations, NAM is the second-largest grouping of nations.

NAM does not have a permanent secretariat or a formal founding charter, act, or

treaty

The summit usually takes place every three years.

2.9 Crisis in Red Sea

Why in news?

What is Red Sea?

In the latest in a series of attacks on commercial vess in the westeml Arabian
Sea by the Houthi rebels, a Marshall Islands fla il er Marlin
Luanda came under a missile attack.

o The vessel had 22 Indian and one \ Iraq
Bangladeshi crew members on J ordan '
board. it

o While the ship was learnt to have Israel Kuwait
caught fire and reported damage, K
casualty or injury was reported at ]:gypt Saud_l

the time.
It prompted a quick response
Indian Navy’s guided missile
INS Visakhapatnam, i
deployed in the Gulf of

e About: %
o Red Sea ié ‘ 1.
extending d from Ethio pid /DJ

is afharrow inland sea between the Arabian Peninsula and Africa.
Bea separates the coasts of Egypt, Sudan, and Eritrea from

nd southwestern Jordan.

Significance

o The Red Sea contains some of the world’s hottest and saltiest seawater.

o It is one of the most heavily travelled waterways in the world, carrying
maritime traffic between Europe and Asia.

Significance for India

o Freight rates for Indian shipments headed to Europe and Africa could surge as
much as 25-30 per cent if there is disruption along this route.
*» For India, the Red Sea trade route is the shortest trade route for ships

moving from Asia to Europe.

[
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» India is heavily reliant on the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait for its crude oil, LNG
imports and trade with parts of West Asia, Africa, and Europe.
o This route is vital for 30 per cent of global container traffic.

Who are Houthis?

Overview:

Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthis have stepped up their attacks on commercial vessels
transiting the Red Sea.

About Houthi

e The Houthis, officially known as Ansar Allah (Partisans of
religious and political movement in Yemen.

e Houthis are Zaydi Shiites, or Zaydiyyah. Shiite Muslim
community in the Islamic world, and Zaydis are minority of’ Shiites,
significantly different in doctrine and beliefs from the Shi te in Iran,
Iraq, and elsewhere.

e They are a minority in Yemen, which is predo
are a significant one, numbering in the hundreds of
much as a third of the overall population.

e Its members advocate regional autonomy 46T Zaidi
. ‘.'

are an armed

slim, but they
and making up as

government since 2004.
ingSeptember 2014 and seized

iddle East.

e Today, the Houthis seek Yemeni government and continue to
advocate for Zaidi minogi
e The movement isk i irulently anti-American and anti-Semitic

rhetoric.

e Several of the gi6 eade
States.

Q1) Which ¢ tries botder the Red Sea?
Yemen and S bia der the Red Sea to the east. It is bordered by Egypt to the
north a dan, Eritrea, and Djibouti to the west.

e been designated as terrorists by the United

of Yemen have increased.
o It has turned the quickest marine route linking Asia with Europe through the
Suez Canal unsafe.
o It has forced freighters to take a longer transit around the Cape of Good Hope in
Africa’s southern tip, making shipments both dearer and longer to deliver.
e Status
o Almost 90% of western hemisphere cargo, both inbound or shipped from India,
that used to go through the Red Sea is now getting re-routed through the Cape
of Good Hope.
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o The remaining 10% of Indian import or export cargo is either not moving or
using a transit facility.

o Container Corporation of India said that about 25% of its containers are being
held back by Indian exporters as everybody is hoping the situation will
normalise shortly.

e Impact on India

o Besides the extra time taken on account of the longer route, the developments
could make imports costlier and call for better inventory management.

o The Red Sea crisis could come in the way of any plans to reduce pump prices of
petrol and diesel.

o Freight rates for impacted routes have increased.
*» War risk premiums in the Red Sea have been partiall ibuting to the

freight-rate increases for the relevant routes.
» Commodities are the worst affected whether
petrochemicals, because margins are not there to
2.10 International Court of Justice
Overview:
The International Court of Justice recently ruled that wil
genocide case against Israel.

be

t throw away the

About International Court of Justice (ICJ);

e The ICJ, also known as the World .Cou incipal judicial organ of the
United Nations (UN).

o [t was established in June 1
April 1946.

¢ The seat of the Court is a

e Of the six principal
York, United States.

e The hearings of the

o Official Languag nglish

e Powers and Fan
o First, it cana s avdispute settlement body between two member

alled “contentious cases.” Such disputes may concern, in

r of the UN and began work in

in The Hague (Netherlands).
is the only one not located in New

irs of States and diplomatic relations.
accept requests to issue an advisory opinion on a legal

y the ways in which such organizations may lawfully function or

en their authority in relation to their member States.

o The court's judgments in contentious cases are final and binding on the
parties to a case, and without appeal.

Unlike the Court’s judgments, advisory opinions are not binding.

o The ICJ decides disputes in accordance with international law as reflected
in international conventions, international custom, general principles of law
recognized by civilized nations, judicial decisions, and the writings of the most
highly qualified experts on international law.
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Composition:

o It consists of 15 judges, all from different countries, who are elected tonine-
year termsby majority votes in the UN General Assembly and the Security
Council.

o The judges, one-third of whom are elected every three years, are eligible for
reelection.

o Once elected, a member of the Court is a delegate neither of the government of
his own country nor of any other State.

o In addition, the ICJ Statute allows a state partyto a case before it which does
not have a judge of its nationality on the bench to appoint a person to sit as
judge ad hoc in that specific case.

o The Court is assisted by a Registry, its permanent administrative secr
is independent of the United Nations Secretariat.

2.11 Free Movement Regime

riat, which

Overview:
The Home Minister recently said the Free MovementgRegi reement with
Myanmar would be reconsidered to stop border ents ftom ving into each

other’s country without any paperwork.

About Free Movement Regime (FMR):

e Under the FMR, all the hill tribes r they are citizens of India or
Myanmar, can travel within 16 kmWe ither  side of theIndo-Myanmar
Border (IMB).

e They can cross the border ing border pass with a one-year
validity issued by the comp i d canstay up to two weeks per
visit.

e The FMR was impleme
policy.

e FMR is implementedgb

e This helps locals

e [t is a reflection o i e

ents for the people living along the IMB.
assimilated with trans-border villages through

o Assa es is tasked with guarding the IMB.

Q1l: What is Assam Rifles?

The Assam Rifles, one of the central armed police forces, is the leading counter-
insurgency force in the Northeast. It is the oldest paramilitary force in India. It is
tasked with the maintenance of law and order in the North East along with the Indian
Army and also guards the Indo-Myanmar border in the region. It is the only
paramilitary force with a dual control structure. While the administrative control of
the force is with the Ministry of Home Affairs, its operational control is with the Indian
Army, which is under the Ministry of Defence.
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3. Economy

3.1 What is the Windfall Tax?

India cut its windfall tax on petroleum crude to 1,700 rupees ($20.53) a tonne from
2,300 rupees a tonne, according to a recent government notification.

About Windfall Tax

What is it? It is a tax levied by governments against n industries
when economic conditions allow those industries to exp
above-average profits.

The term “windfall” refers to an unexpected rise i
windfall gains is known as the windfall tax.
When is it imposed?

o When the government notices a sudden incre

they impose this tax.

o However, these revenues cannot be lig

o Rather, it is related to a one-off ent for which the business is not
responsible.
o Consequently, a Windfall T

About 'One Vehicle, One FASTag' initiative

The National Highways Authority of India suggested tagging users to complete the
Know Your Customer (KYC) process by the end of January 31 to avoid
deactivation.

The move aims to enhance the efficiency of the Electronic Toll Collection
system and provide seamless movement at the Toll Plazas.

The new arrangement Of ‘One Vehicle, One FASTag’ has also been introduced to
discourage user behaviour of using single FASTag for multiple vehicles or
linking multiple FASTags to a particular vehicle.

[
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o The initiative had been taken after the recent reports of multiple FASTags being
issued for a particular vehicle and FASTags being issued without KYC in violation
of RBI’s mandate.

Key points about FASTags

e [t is a device that employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology
for making toll payments directly while the vehicle is in motion.

e It is a RFID passive tag used for making toll payments directly from the customers
linked prepaid or savings/current account.

o [t is affixed on the windscreen of the vehicle and enables the
through toll plazas, without stopping for any toll payments.

e The toll fare is directly deducted from the linked account of thelcus

o [t is also vehicle specific and once it is affixed to a vehicle, it ca
to another vehicle.

e FASTag can be purchased from any of the Natignal
(NETC) Member Banks.

e If a FASTag is linked to the prepaid account, th
topped-up as per the usage of the customer.

stomer to drive

be transferred

About Momentum investing

o It refers to a style of i
stocks or bonds t
assets whose prices

e Momentum investg

ould continue, thus allowing them to sell these
re to make profits.

y that there can be discernible trends in asset prices
to persist over time.

trends gives investors an opportunity to recognise and
ly enough to make significant profits from their investments.

vestors generally do not conduct a deep analysis of the fundamental

alue of the assets in which they invest their money.

e They invest purely based on whether the price of an asset is showing a strong
trend, either upward or downward, that they can ride on.

o The “buy high, sell higher” philosophy of momentum investing is in stark contrast
to the traditional “buy low, sell high” advice given to investors.

3.4 Zero Effect, Zero Defect Scheme (ZED)
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The Zero Effect, Zero Defect scheme (ZED) by the MSME Ministry has achieved the 1
lakh certification milestone, the ministry said recently.

About Zero Effect, Zero Defect Scheme (ZED)

e Launched in October 2016 and revamped in April 2022, the ZED scheme offers
certification for environmentally conscious manufacturing under three
certification levels (gold, silver, and bronze) classified according to 20
performance-based parameters such as quality management, timely delivery,
process control, waste management, etc.

o The major objectives of the ZED Scheme are:

o To create proper awareness in MSMEs about ZED manufac and motivate
them for the assessment of their enterprise for a ZED ratin
o To drive manufacturing with the adoption of Zero duction

processes without impacting the environment (Zero Effect).

o To encourage MSMEs to constantly upgrade their qu products
and processes.
o To support the “Make in India” campaign.

e The scheme provides financial assistance of up to 7 f the total cost of
certification, with a maximum subsidy ceiling of Rs 50, ng with up to Rs 2
lakh in support for handholding/cons i the next certification
level.

e For technology upgradation, the schem istance of up to Rs 3 lakhs for
moving towards =zero effect control measures/cleaner
technology.

e MSMEs are charged Rs 10, ertification, Rs 40,000 for silver
certification, and Rs 90,00 ion.

e In December 2023, the ini de the ZED scheme free for women-led
MSMEs.

e In addition, the goyernm w make guarantee payment of 100 percent
financial suppor i ion costs under the scheme.

e The ZED certi three years, and the MSME units are required to
re-apply for the c er the validity of the scheme.

o Currently, is applicable for manufacturing MSMEs only.

3.5 What i pee Term Deposit (SGRTD) Scheme?

(SBI) recently introduced the SBI Green Rupee Term Deposit
(SGRI'D) scheme mobilize funds to support environment friendly initiatives and

About en Rupee Term Deposit (SGRTD) Scheme
o [t is an initiative of the State Bank of India (SBI) with the aim of raising money to
finance environment-friendly projects.

e The deposit scheme is open to resident individuals, non-individuals, and non-
resident Indian (NRI) customers.

e The current framework permits green deposits to be denominated in rupees only.

o [t offers investors the flexibility to choose from three distinct tenors: 1,111 days,
1,777 days, and 2,222 days.
o Interest Rate:
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What is Green Deposit?

3.5 What is the difference between an Interim Bud

o SGRTD will offer 10 basis points (bps) interest rates below the card rate for
retail and bulk deposits for respective tenors.

o Senior Citizens/ Staff/ Staff Senior Citizens are eligible for an additional
interest rate over the applicable rate for the public.

o The benefit of additional interest shall not be available to NRI Senior
Citizens/NRI Staff.

Pre-mature withdrawals are allowed under the scheme.

Loan/ overdraft facility will be available against the deposit.

A Green deposit is an interest-bearing deposit, received
entities (RE) for a fixed period, the proceeds of which arefearm
allocated towards green finance.

The deposits raised under the framework are covered by,
Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC).

e regulated
for being

The Finance Minister is all set to present her sixth Bud } w and since it is a

general elections year, the government will be allowed

An interim budget serves as a fr
over a short duration, usuall

anaging provisional expenditures
onths, until a new government

the current financial
Despite being pres

ates for the coming financial year.
tire year, similar to a regular budget, the
raints imposed by the Election Commission.

, it accounts for only expenditures to be borne by the outgoing
for a period of two months, which may be extended to four
onths ©n special circumstances.

The 1 budget serves as a financial plan during a transitional period,
typically when there are only a few months left in the current government's tenure.
The vote-on-account can be approved within the framework of the interim budget.
Like a full budget, an interim budget will be discussed and passed in the Lok
Sabha, and in the case of a vote-on-account, it will be passed without any formal
discussion as such.

An interim budget can propose changes in the tax regime, whereas a vote-on-
account cannot change the tax regime under any circumstances.

[
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e Vote-On-Account is a parliamentary approval for withdrawing money from the
Consolidated Fund of India from April to June/July or until the new Government
presents its full-fledged budget.

o It can be termed an advance grant, interim arrangement, and authorisation for
the outgoing government to draw the money from the above-said fund and meet
short-term expenditures.

As far as validity is concerned, the interim budget is valid throughout the year

whereas the vote-on-account is valid only for a period of two to four months.

3.6 What is Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF)?
Telecom service providers have urged the Ministry of Finance to s the universal
service obligation fund (USOF) levy until the existing corpus is exh@usted.

About Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF)

e USOF was set up by an Act of Parliament in Decem
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885.

e The objective of the USOF is to provide ac

e For commercially non-viable rural an
support in the form of Net Cost or Gap Funding (VGF) to incentivize
telecom service providers for the expans pmunications and broadband
services in those areas.

e Funding Mechanism:
o The USOF is funded th the revenue earned by telecom

operators.
o The government imp i ervice Levy (USL) on the gross revenue
of the telecom c i i s a percentage of their Adjusted Gross

Revenue (AGR).

Whatiis the Te m Technology Development Fund (TTDF)?

iglly launched the TTDF Scheme on October 1st, 2022.

e The cheme is aimed at domestic companies and institutions involved in
technology design, development, and commercialization of telecommunication
products and solutions to enable affordable broadband and mobile services in
rural and remote areas.

o This initiative helps to connect schools with varied volunteers from the Indian
Diaspora, namely, young professionals, retired teachers, retired Government
officials, retired professionals, NGOs, Private Sector and Public Sector Companies,
Corporate Institutions, and many others.

e The scheme entails grants to Indian entities to encourage and induct indigenous
technologies tailor-made to meet domestic needs.
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3.7 Strategic Interventions for Green Hydrogen Transition (SIGHT) Programme
Overview:

Rs 17,490 crore has been set aside for the Strategic Interventions for Green Hydrogen
Transition (SIGHT) programme, to bolster domestic electrolyser manufacturing, green
hydrogen production.

About Strategic Interventions for Green Hydrogen Transition (SIGHT) Programme

e Itis a subcomponent of National Green Hydrogen Mission.

e Aim: To bolster domestic electrolyser manufacturing and green hydrogen
production.

¢ In the initial stage, two distinct financial incentive mechanisms roposed with
an outlay of ¥ 17,490 crore up to 2029-30:
o Incentive for manufacturing of electrolysers
o Incentive for production of green hydrogen.

e Depending on the markets and technology development
and programmes will continue to evolve as the Missi

What is National Green Hydrogen Missio
o It is implemented by the Ministry of Ng

o India’s Green Hydro
annum, contributi
Achievement of Mi

crore worth of by 2030.

o Nearly 50 M ] m of CO2 emissions are expected to be averted
throug ion and use of the targeted quantum of Green Hydrogen.
. foo’supporting pilot projects for low-carbon steel, mobility,

provides allocations for various sub-components of the Mission such
ojects, R&D etc. to fund specific selected projects.

Key Fac out Green Hydrogen

e Green Hydrogen is produced by the process of electrolysis, where water is split
into hydrogen and oxygen using electricity generated from renewable sources like
solar, wind, or hydropower.

e This process results in a clean and emission-free fuel that has immense
potential to replace fossil fuels and reduce carbon emissions.
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3.8 What is end-to-end encryption?

Overview:

End-to-end (E2E) encryption protects information in a way that has transformed
human rights organisations’, law-enforcement agencies’, and technology companies’
outlook on their ability to access and use information.

About End-to-end encryption (E2EE)

e Encryption is a way of protecting data from unauthorised access or tampering.

e It works by transforming the data into a secret code that only the intended
recipient can decipher. This comes in useful for various cases, such as securing
online communications, storing sensitive information, a ifying digital
identities.

e There are two main types of encryption:

o Symmetric: It uses the same key to encrypt
symmetric encryption, the key used to encrypt some
required to decrypt it.

o Asymmetric: It uses a pair of keys: one pu

apid exchange of information.

¢ In an E2EE-enabled app, only the perso eh.end — the sender and receiver —
can read any exchanged message

e This is because messages get ur device before being sent and
only are decrypted when they fe d recipient

Issues with End-to-end e

e Some potent malwa
device via other meg reading them before they are encrypted.

tion on its products can install a backdoor

or an exceptio company to surmount the encryption and access

the messages.

Trojan?
the ability to disable blometnc authentlcatlon methods,

About H-1B Visa
e It is a non-immigrant visa that allows US companies to employ foreign
workers in specialty occupations that require theoretical or technical
expertise for a specified period.
o A specialty occupation is one that requires the application of a body of highly
specialized knowledge and the attainment of at least a bachelor’s degree or
its equivalent.
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e The intent of the H-1B provisions is to help employers who cannot otherwise
obtain needed business skills and abilities from the U.S. workforce by
authorizing the temporary employment of qualified individuals who are not
otherwise authorized to work in the United States.

e Occupations that qualify for the H-1B visa are typically in fields such as
technology, finance, engineering, architecture, or more.

o Eligibility: In order to be eligible for the H1B visa, you will need:

o Avalid job offer from a U.S. employer for a role that requires specialty
knowledge
Proof of a bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience in that field
The US employer must show that there is alack
applicants for the role.

e Cap:

o The annual H-1B visa limit is 85,000. There are 65,000 regular
each year, and an additional 20,000 visas are res
advanced degrees.

o Some exceptions to the H-1B visa cap includ

o Applicants are selected for adjudication via lottery

o The H-1B visa is valid for three yg can be extended one time for an
additional three years. In general, th i alid for a maximum of six
years.

o There is no limit to the n BlMisas that an individual can have

in his or her lifetime.
o H1-B holders can see

L1 Visa is an Intfe
not be a US compa
in specializeg iti n a temporary basis to the US. There are two types of L1
visas - L1A 3 :
while L pipa orkers with specialized knowledge. There is no education
i isa. L-1A visa holders are allowed a maximum stay of seven

year§ in the U.S while s L-1B visa holders are allowed a maximum stay of five years.
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4. Internal Security

4.1 The Defence Research and Development Organisation recently launched an

indigenous assault rifle named ‘Ugram’.

o ‘Ugram’ is a state-of-the-art indigenous assault rifle.

o It has been developed by the Armament Research and Development
Establishment (ARDE), a unit of DRDO, in collaboration with a private industry
partner.

It was developed in less than 100 days.\

It has been developed as per the General Staff Qualitative Requirements (GSQR)
of the army into consideration.

It has an effective range of 500 metres.

It weighs less than four kilograms.

The rifle has a 20-round magazine that fires robustly and in full auto mode.

4.2 Exercise Desert Cyclone s
The Joint Military Exercise 'Desert Cyclone etween India and UAE will be held
from January 2 to January 15 in Rajasth

About Exercise 'Desert Cyclone

o It is the inaugural edition of j i se "Desert Cyclone 2024 "between
India and the United Arab Emi

interoperability and synergy between the two navies.

4.3 Exercise Ayutthaya
Recently, the maiden Bilateral Maritime Exercise -Ayutthaya’ between the Indian Navy
(IN) and Royal Thai Navy (RTN) was conducted.

About Exercise Ayutthaya
e The IndIla-Thailand Bilateral Exercise is being named as ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’, which
literally translates to ‘The Invincible One’ or ‘Undefeatable’.
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o It symbolises the significance of two of the oldest cities Ayodhya in India and
Ayutthaya in Thailand, the historic legacies, rich cultural ties and shared
historical narratives dating back to several centuries.

e Indigenously built INS Kulish and IN LCU 56 participated in the inaugural edition
of the exercise.

e The 36th edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) was
also conducted along with the maiden bilateral exercise.

o As part of Government of India's vision of SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in
the Region), the Indian Navy has been proactively engaging with countries in the
Indian Ocean Region towards enhancing regional maritime security.

e The Indian Navy and Royal Thai Navy have maintained a and friendly
relationship which has strengthened over the years.

4.4 Exercise Sea Dragon-24
Indian Navy's P8I aircraft landed at Guam, a US island ter } Pacific, to
participate in Exercise Sea Dragon — 24.

About Exercise Sea Dragon-24

e It is an elite multinational maritime exercise that courages professional
exchanges and teamwork among partici avies.

o Participating countries: India, Japan, rea, Australia, and the US.

e The exercise seeks to improve skills i i maritime combat domains

o Anti-submarine warfare ( : i neutralising enemy submarines

hiding beneath the seas.
o Surface warfare: Coor

weaponry and tactic
o Air defence: Putti i able air barrier to keep friendly forces safe
from aerial thre
Search and

ensor fusion: Its electronic intelligence systems, sonars, and onboard
radars provide a thorough image of the maritime environment.

o Anti-submarine warfare: With its depth charges and torpedoes, the P8I poses a
serious threat to enemy submarines.

o Communication relay: The aircraft can serve as an essential means of
communication between various participating fleets' forces.
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4.5 Exercise -Sada Tanseeq

Overview:

In a major boost of ties the militaries of India and Saudi Arabia are conducting their
first Joint Military Exercise named as Sada Tanseeq.

About Exercise Sada Tanseeq:

o It is the inaugural edition of India-Saudi Arabia Joint Military Exercise ‘SADA
TANSEEQ’ commenced at Mahajan, Rajasthan.

e The Exercise is scheduled to be conducted from 29th Janua
2024.

Oth February

o It will facilitate developing interoperability, bonho camaraderie between
troops from both sides.

e The Exercise will involve Establishment g

Search Operation, House Intervention [ cflex Shooting, Slithering and Sniper
Firing.

e The Exercise will provide an op ity #@y, both the contingents to strengthen
their bond.

4.6 What is Sky Dew?
Overview:

Israel recently depl Sk ew @long the Lebanese border as tensions with
Hezbollah escalate,

About Sky

loon-like structure in the shape of a puffed aircraft.

TCOM."The project was entirely funded by the U.S. Department of Defence.
e The Israel Air Force was handed over the Sky Dew in 2022.

e The system comprises a blimp capable of flying at high altitudes with radar and
detection systems to scan a wide range in any direction.

e The radar on the balloon is capable of observing at 250 km and tracking multiple
targets, including low-altitude ones and those in valleys.

e It can carry 7,000 pounds and has an operational altitude of 10,000 feet.
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o [t offers a significant advantage in its ability to remain in surveillance for extended
periods without needing fuel or crew replacement.

4.7 INS Kabra
Indian warship, INS Kabra, an indigenous fast attack craft, docked at the Colombo
port in a move aimed at fostering bilateral ties between India and Sri Lanka.

About INS Kabra

e It is a naval vessel named after an island of the Andaman and Nicobar
archipelago.

e It belongs to the Car Nicobar class of high-speed offshor 1 vessels are
built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) for i

e It was the eighth in a series of 10 Fast Attack Crafts.

e The vessels are designed as a cost-effective platform atrol, i acy and
rescue operations in India's Exclusive Economic Zone

e With a top speed of over 35 knots, and the shi ide uil or high-speed
interdiction of fast moving targets.

4.8 Drishti 10 ‘Starliner’
Chief of Naval Staff recently flagged off the ligenously*manufactured Drishti 10
'Starliner' Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)

About Drishti 10 ‘Starliner’

e It is an indigenously manufa
o It was developed by Adani
It is an advanced intellj

endurance, combat-proven capabilities, and

. hing features of the Drishti 10 ‘Starliner’ is its minimal
pts, making it cost-effective and operationally efficient.
. res 1ncreased operatlonal readiness, reducing downtime,

4.9 New Generation Akash missile

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted a successful
flight-test of the New Generation AKASH (AKASH-NG) missile from the Integrated Test
Range (ITR), Chandipur off the coast of Odisha.

About New Generation Akash missile

e [tis a surface-to-air new generation missile.

e The missile intercepted the high-speed unmanned aerial vehicle at a very low
altitude.
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e The test has validated the functioning of the complete weapon system consisting
of a missile with an indigenously developed radio frequency seeker, launcher,
multi-function radar and command, control and communication system.

e This was the first trial of the missile against a live target, which was successfully
intercepted and destroyed.

e Features
o It is a new generation state-of-the-art surface-to-air missile (SAM) for the

Indian Air Force (IAF) to destroy high manoeuvring low radar cross section agile
aerial threats.

o This advanced variant comes with an active electronicall
(AESA) multi-function radar that features all three functio
and fire control in one platform.

o It can defend an area 10 times better compared to any sh
capable of engaging up to 10 targets simultaneousl

scanned array
earch, track

o It can strike targets up to 40 km as against the maximum
range of 30 km.
With a canisterised launcher and a much smaller gr syst issile has been
developed with better deployability compared to othem
4.10 What is Ingenuity Mars Helicopter? y
Overview:
NASA has re-established contact with its icopter on Mars, the US space

agency said recently.

About Ingenuity Mars Helicopte
e It is a small, autono
Perseverance rover.

o It was sent to Mars to

controlled flight at
o Ingenuity’s missi
rover’s science

a aft. at flew to Mars aboard NASA’s

rimental flight tests to determine if powered,
possible.
in nature and completely independent of the

e On April i the first aircraft in history to make a powered, controlled
flight on a

ted4by onboard guidance, navigation, and control systems running

e Perseverance acts as a relay between the chopper and the earth.

Key Facts about Perseverance Rover

e It is a robotic explorer to land on Mars as part of NASA’s ongoing Mars 2020
Mission.

e Main Job: Seek signs of ancient life and collect samples of rock and regolith
(broken rock and soil) for possible return to Earth.

e The rover will collect samples of rock and soil, encase them in tubes, and leave
them on the planet's surface to be returned to Earth at a future date.
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e Launch: It was launched on July 30, 2020, from Cape Canaveral, Florida.
o Landing: Successfully landed on the surface of Mar's Jezero Crater on February
18, 2021.
e Features:
o Itis about 3 metres long, 2.7 metres wide, and 2.2 metres tall.
o It is about the size of a car but weighs only about 1,025 kilograms with all
instruments on board.

o Power source: Multi-Mission Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generator (MMRTG).
e Converts heat from the radioactive decay of plutonium into electricity.

4.11 Willingdon Island

Overview:

Recently, the Cochin Port Joint Trade Union Forum has urged t e Minister of
India to take effective steps to revive the lost glory of Wil don Island.

About Willingdon Island

o It is among the most beautiful locations in the Kochii area.

e This is a man-made island, named after Lord Wi d
Viceroy of India.

o It is among the biggest of its kind in Indi

e It is a major commercial centre and

e It is also home to the Kochi N 0 Indian Navy, the Central
Institute of Fisheries Technolo ort of Kochi.

who was a British

o The Second RoundaFable,Conference, held in 1931, saw the participation of
Gandhi

4.12 Bureau of Police Research and Development

Overview:

Recently, the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD) has warned users of
different scams perpetrated through messaging platform WhatsApp.

About Bureau of Police Research and Development

e It was set up in 1970 under the Ministry of Home Affairs by replacing the Police
Research and Advisory Council.
¢ Objectives
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o To identify the needs and problems of the police in the country.

o To undertake research projects and studies, and suggest modalities to
overcome problems and challenges and meet the needs and requirements of the
police.

o It was also mandated to keep abreast of the latest developments in the fields
of science and technology, both in India and abroad, with a view to
promoting the use of appropriate technology in police work.

e It is also assisting the States in modernization of the State Police Forces and

Correctional Administration.

e The Bureau was established with the following two divisions initially; Research,

Statistics & Publication and Development

¢ On the recommendations of the Gore-Committee the burea

Division in 1973.

e More recently, the BPR&D has also been entrusted

4.13 Exercise Khanjar
Overview:

About Exercise Khanjar
e It was first initiated in Decemb

e Itis the 11th edition of India- i ecial Forces Exercise.
e Itis an annual event conducted i irf"both the countries.
e The Indian Army contin isi personnel is being represented by

troops from The Para (Special Forces) and the Kyrgyzstan
contingent comprisin presented by Scorpion Brigade.
e Aim of the exercisemi experiences and best practices in Counter

Terrorism and : perations in Built-up Area and Mountainous
ed Nations Charter.

e The exercise wi phasiSe on developing Special Forces skills, advanced
and extraction.

o accord the opportunity to showcase capabilities of cutting
defence equipment besides achieving shared security objectives
foster bilateral relations.

4.14 Exe
Overview:

The Indian Army contingent comprising 25 personnel reached Egypt to take part in the
India-Egypt Joint Special Forces Exercise CYCLONE.

Cyclone

About Exercise Cyclone

e It is the 2nd edition of the Exercise Cyclone which will be conducted at Anshas,
Egypt from 22nd January to 1st February 2024.

e The first edition of the exercise was conducted last year in India.
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e The Indian contingent is being represented by troops from The Parachute
Regiment (Special Forces) and Egyptian contingent comprising 25 personnel is
being represented by Egyptian Commando Squadron and Egyptian Airborne
Platoon.

e Aim of the Exercise is to acquaint both the sides with each other’s operating
procedures in the backdrop of Special Operations in desert/ semi desert terrain
under Chapter VII of United Nations Charter.

e Exercise CYCLONE is designed to develop bilateral military cooperation and
strengthen bond between two armies through conduct of discussions and rehearsal
of tactical military drills.

o It will involve planning and execution of special operations in
domains and conducted in three phases.

e While the first phase will include Military Exhibitions and

conventional

ractions,

counter

IED and Combat First Aid. The third and final phase wi Tactical
Exercise based on Fighting in Built-up Area and Hostage

e The Exercise will provide an opportunity to bo‘u&the
their bond and share best practices.

It will also act as a platform to achieve shared security objectives and foster

bilateral relations between two friendly nations.

tries have shown interest in

4.15 What is Pinaka Weapon System?
According to defence officials, two Soyth A

About Pinaka
e Pinaka is a Multi-Barrel

¢ The Pinaka MBRL is i rmament Research and Development
Establishment (ARDE

o It was first used dugi i r, where it successfully neutralised Pakistan
Army positions o i

o [t delivers let fire against a variety of area targets, such as
exposed enemy ed and soft-skin vehicles, communication centres,

a multi-tube launcher vehicle, a replenishment-cum-loader
ment vehicle, and a command post vehicle.

launcher has two pods containing six rockets each and
an area of 700 x 500 square metres within 48 seconds.

o It has a range of 60 to 75 kilometers.
o The system is mounted on a Tatra truck for mobility.

4.16 What is a Tomahawk Missile
Japan recently signed a deal with its ally, the United States, to buy 400 long-range
Tomahawk missiles.

About Tomahawk Missile
e Itis a US-made long-range cruise missile used for deep-land attack warfare.
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e It can be launched from a ship or submarine and deliver its warhead precisely to
a target at a long range.

e It flies at low altitudes to strike fixed targets, such as communication and air-
defense sites, in high-risk environments where manned aircraft may be vulnerable
to surface-to-air missiles.

e Features:

o It is designed to fly at subsonic speed while maintaining a low altitude,
making it difficult to detect on radar.

o It uses tailored guidance systems to manoeuvre at such low elevations.

o It has an accuracy of about 5 meters (16 feet).
The 6-meter (18.4-foot) long missile has a range of up to
miles) and can travel as fast as 885 km (550 miles) per ho

o Tomahawks are launched vertically from ships, but th

00 km (1,500

launchers attached to a submarine’s hull.
o It uses satellite-assisted navigation and TERCOM (
radar to guide it to a target.
o It is capable of twisting and turning like
skimming the landscape at an altitude of only 30-
o It can carry either conventional or nucle ayloads.

r Matching)

fighter plane,
100-300 feet).

4.17 What is BrahMos?
India is all set to begin the export of ground
missiles to the Philippines.

About BrahMos
e Itis a supersonic cruise
e It has been developed b
e It is named after the ri
o Features:

o It is atwo-

stage, whi i rsonic speed and then gets separated. The liquid
' en takes the missile closer to 3 Mach speed in the

out the flight.

o It operates on the "Fire and Forgets" principle, adopting varieties of flights on
its way to the target.

o Its cruising altitude could be up to 15 km, and its terminal altitude is as low as
10 meters.
It carries a conventional warhead weighing 200 to 300 kg.
It is equipped with stealth technology designed to make it less visible to radar
and other detection methods.

o It has an inertial navigation system (INS) for use against ship targets, and an
INS/Global Positioning System for use against land targets.
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4.18 Armado
Overview:

The new Mahindra Armado recently made its first appearance at the Republic Day
Parade.

About Armado

e Itis India’s first Armoured Light Specialist Vehicle (ALSV).

e It is a fully indigenous vehicle designed and built by the Mahindra Defence
Systems (MDS) for the Indian armed forces.

e It can be used in counter-terrorist and special forces operations. It can also be
used by quick reaction teams, as a reconnaissance vehicle an atrolling the
borders.

e Features:

o It has a seating capacity of six passengers, includi
configured to seat up to eight.

o Above the standard 1,000 kg load capacity, t
kg.

o It gets ballistic protection up to the B7 leve
means that its armour offers protection against arm

216 hp of maximum power.
o Armado takes just 12 seco

o It also gets a self-cleani
extreme dusty clima

4.19

o CRPF is one of the oldest Central para military forces (now termed as Central
Armed Police Force) and it comes under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

o CRPF came into existence as Crown Representative’s Police on 27th July
1939.

= [t became the Central Reserve Police Force on enactment of the CRPF Act in
December 1949.

It is All India in character, both in deployment and in its composition.
CRPF has, over the years, acquired the distinction of being perhaps the most
acceptable Force, by the people and the State administrations.
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» This is due to its unique capability to quickly adapt to various situations,
and also, to work in perfect harmony with the State Police.
¢ Duties performed by the CRPF

o Crowd & Riot control

o Counter Militancy / Insurgency operations/Dealing with Left Wing
Extremism

o Overall co-ordination of large-scale security arrangement especially with
regard to elections in disturbed areas.
Protection of VIPs and vital installations.
Checking environmental de-gradation and protection of local Flora and
Fauna
Fighting aggression during War time
Participating in UN Peace Keeping Mission
Rescue and Relief operations at the time of Natural mities.

Security Category in India
e In India, security is provided to high-risk ind
government.
e Ministers get Central Security cover due to their position government.
o On the other hand, a call on such se ividuals is taken by the
Home Ministry based on inputs fy igence agencies.
e However, since these agencies do n statutory body, VIP security has

Security Forces Responsible
o Typically, the agencies r

o ), National Security Guards (NSG), Indo-
entral Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and

as a security cover of 11+ personnel (Including 1 or 2 Commando) +
(Police Personnel). Two personnel for mobile security.
e Z: It has a security cover of 22 personnel (Including 4 or 5 NSG Commando) +
(Police Personnel)
e Z plus
o It has a security cover of 55 personnel (Including 10+ NSG Commando) +
(Police Personnel).
o Protectees under his category get a bullet proof car, escort in three shifts and
additional security when required.
e Special Protection Group (SPG) — SPG protects only the Prime Minister.
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News Summary: Union Home Ministry extends Z+ security to Kerala Governor

o Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan has been given Z+ security by Centre after a
faceoff with student activists.

e Earlier, Governor Khan confronted members of the CPI(M)-linked Students
Federation of India (SFI) in Kollam district as they staged a black flag protest
against him.

e The Governor's actions led to a two-hour standoff, during which he sat on the
roadside, expressing his dissatisfaction with the response of the authorities.

o The Governor has accused Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan of "promoting
lawlessness in the state" and demanded action against the protestors.

QL
&
v
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5. Environment

5.1 Japan’s Kuril Islands : Earthquake

An earthquake of magnitude 6.3 on the Richter Scale jolted Japan’s Kuril

Islands, the National Centre for Seismology (NCS) informed

o The Kuril Islands stretch from Japan’s Hokkaido to Russia’s Kamchatka
Peninsula, separating the Okhotsk Sea from the North Pacific Ocean.

o They are part of the Pacific’s Ring of Fire, with over 100 volcanoes, 35 active, and
numerous hot springs. The Southern Kuril Islands are disputed between Russia
and Japan.

o The islands have been under Russian administration since their 1945 invasion
by the Soviet Union near the end of World War II.

o Japan claims the four southernmost islands, including two of the three largest
(Iturup and Kunashir), as part of its territory, as well as Shikotan and the
unpopulated Habomai islets, which has led to the ongoing Kuril Islands dispute.

o The disputed islands are known in Japan as the countrz’s “Northern Territories”

N

5.2 Alvaro : Tropical Cyclone

Tropical Cyclone Alvaro made landfall in southwest Madagascar on January 1st

2024, becoming the first cyclone to impact the island nation in the ongoing

2023-2024 cyclone season for the southwest Indian Ocean region spanning late

October to May.

o According to latest data, Cyclone Alvaro has affected over 16,100 people so far
with at least 5 reported dead and 8400 displaced in the southern African country
known for vanilla and lemur populations.

o The actual death toll could likely be higher.

o Cyclone Alvaro has hit provinces like Atsimo-Andrefana in southwestern
Madagascar which face immense flooding challenges during heavy rains,
hampering evacuation and drainage towards the sea.

5.3 Indian P lin

Overview:

The pangolin e on project launched to protect pangolins has succeeded at
Penc Reserve dand Satpura Tiger Reserve, as the mammals have started to
bre

pangolin, also called the thick-tailed pangolin, is native to the Indian
subcontinent.
o They are one of the most trafficked mammals in the world, despite an international
ban on their trade.
e Distribution: It lives inIndia (south of the Himalayas), Bangladesh,
Southern Nepal, Sri Lanka, and small parts of Pakistan.
e Habitat:
o They are well adapted to desert regions and prefer barren, hilly areas. Their
habitat extends up to 2,500 feet above sea level.
o Overall, they prefer soil that is soft and semi-sandy, suitable for digging
burrows.
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o They have also been shown to survive in various types of tropical forests, open
land, grasslands, and in close proximity to villages.

o It can also curl itself into a ball as self-defense against predators.

o Itis an insectivore, feeding on ants and termites.

Conservation status:
o IUCN Red List: Endangered
o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I
o CITES: Appendix I

5.4 River Devika Project

Overview:

North India’s first river rejuvenation project, ‘Devika’, is in the fin@l s nd it will
be soon dedicated to the nation by the Prime Minister.

About River Devika Project
e Built on the lines of ‘Namami Ganga’, the project
e It is north India’s first river rejuvenation project.
e The project is implemented along the Devika River in
e It has been included in the Government Q

Project (NRCP).
e Under the project, bathing “ghats” (plag

d Kashmir.
River Conservation

e banks of the Devika River will be
ater bodies will be restored,

The Karmdn line lacks a specific national demarcation, resembling the concept of
international waters.

About Karman Line

e Located at 100 km (62 miles) above sea level, it is an imaginary line that
demarcates the earth’s atmosphere from space.

o [t was established in the 1960s by a record-keeping body called the Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale (FAI).

e It was named after aerospace pioneer Theodore von Karman.
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e Though not all scientists and spacefarers accept it (for example, the Federal
Aviation Administration, NASA, and the U.S. military place the line between outer
space and the atmosphere at 80 km (S0 miles) above the Earth’s surface) , a
majority of countries and space organisations recognise this boundary between
earthsky and space.

e It is based on physical reality in the sense that it roughly marks the altitude where
traditional aircraft can no longer effectively fly.

e Anything traveling above the Karman line needs a propulsion system that doesn’t
rely on lift generated by Earth’s atmosphere—the air is simply too thin that high
up.

e In other words, the Karman line is where the physical laws ning a craft’s
ability to fly shift.

¢ Anyone who crosses this line qualifies as an astronaut.

5.6 Key Facts about Kavaratti Island
Overview:
The Prime Minister received a warm welcome in Ka
he arrived to inaugurate and lay the foundation for num
$
e It lies 360 km of the coast of the S ala.
e It is located in the centre of t
Agatti Island on the west and he east.
e It has an area of 4.22 sq
width is 1.6 km.
e The island is 2 to 5 ea level on the western side and 2 to 3 m

on the eastern side.
e There is a shallg

e The island is home IE

tti, L adweep, recently as
s deyelopment projects.

About Kavaratti Island
e Kavaratti is the capital of Lakshadweep
most developed island.

st Union Territory of India) and its

grow on the nq

e Strangely i flas a small inland lake at its northern end.
e Kavaratti i [ for the carved wooden pillars and roofs of its mosques and

nder the flagship Smart Cities Mission
hadweep region, there is an absence of forests.
Pitti Island is an important breeding place for sea turtles and for a number of pelagic
birds such as the brown noddy, lesser crested tern, and greater crested tern. The Pitti
island has been declared a bird sanctuary.

5.7 Indrayani River
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Overview:
The recent reappearance of toxic foam on the Indrayani river once again raised
concerns about pollution here.

About Indrayani River
e It is a tributary of the Bhima River, which again is a tributary of the Krishna River.
e Course:

o It originates in Kurvande village near Lonavla, a hill station in the Sahyadri
mountains of Maharashtra.

o Fed by rain, it flows east from there to meet the Bhima River.
o It follows a course mostly north of the city of Pune.

Dehu are situated on its banks.

e Dehu is known to be a sacred place for being the h
Tukaram, who was a popular saint of Maharashtra, and i e samadhi
of the poet Dnyaneshwar.

e Valvan Dam at Kamshet, situated on the In i
generating station.

Key Facts about Bhima River
¢ The Bhima River (also known as
in southwest India.

e Course:

o It originates in the Bhi

Western Ghats, in the

states of Maharashtra, Karnataka, and
Telangana.

o The Bhima

Karnataka.

the Krishna River at Kadlur (Raichur) in

lills in the south.

the north, and the
i e river is 48,631 sq. km, out of which 75 percent lie in the

e The total ¥

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has served notices to Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala governments, based on a report by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) that has
highlighted the massive reduction of green cover in the Cauvery basin over the past
five decades

About Cauvery basin
o It extends over states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and Union Territory of
Puducherry.
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It is bounded by the Western Ghats on the i
west, by the Eastern Ghats on the east and
the south and by the ridges separating it
from Krishna basin and Pennar basin on the
north.

Origin: It rises at an elevation of 1,341 m
at Talakaveri on the Brahmagiri range near
Cherangala village of Kodagu district of |sapian
Karnataka. Sea
The river drains into the Bay of Bengal at
Poompuhar in the Mayiladuthurai district of Tamil Nadu.

Major right bank tributaries: Lakshmantirtha, the Kabbani,
Bhavani, the Noyil and the Amaravati

vati, the

The principal soil types found in the basin are blac ils, re laterites,
alluvial soils, forest soils and mixed soils. Red sgils o reas in the
basin. Alluvial soils are found in the delta areas.

National Parks in this basin: Bandipur National , Nagarhole National Park

and Bannerghatta National Park.

5.9 Key Facts about Congo River
The Congo River has risen to its highest le than 60 years, causing flooding

throughout the Democratic Republic o
killed more than 300 people recentl

About Congo River

go the Congo Republic that has

It is a River in west-cen
It is also called the Zai
With a length of
the continent’s
Nile, and the ni

Central South Sud4
African

Cameroon Republic
0 km) , lt is Yaounde
er, after the o
World Srevile

Gabon Republic of
the Conag

Democratic
Republic of

the Congo Burundi

Kingdo i ed near the mouth of the

system runs  through
the Democratic

. Benguel: Angola
ern Zambia, northern Angola, ® y
Cameroon and Tanzania.

o It rises in the highlands of northeastern Zambia between Lakes Tanganyika and
Nyasa (Malawi) as the Chambeshi River at an elevation of 5,760 feet (1,760
metres).

o Its course then takes the form of a giant counterclockwise arc, flowing to the
northwest, west, and southwest before draining into the Atlantic Ocean at
Banana (Banane) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

o Its course through the rainforest causes it to cross the equator twice.

It is the deepest river in the world. It reaches depths of over 750 feet (230

meters).

[
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e The river also has the second-largest flow in the world, with a discharge of 1.5
million cubic feet of water per second, trailing only the Amazon, and the second-
largest watershed of any river.

e It drains an area of 3.7 million square kilometers (1.4 million square miles) known
as the Congo Basin.

o Much of the basin is covered by rich tropical rainforests and swamps. Together
these ecosystems make up the bulk of Central Africa's rainforest, which, at 178
million hectares (2005), is the world's second-largest rainforest, second only to
the Amazon Rainforest in South America.

e The main tributaries are the Ubangi, Sangha, and Kasai.

5.10 What are BS-VI Norms?
The Supreme Court recently directed the Union government to fr al policy

to phase out heavy-duty diesel vehicles like trucks and trailers, and replace them with
BS-VI vehicles.

About BS-VI Norms
o Bharat stage (BS) emission standards are laid down

e India has adopted BS Emission Standé
Union norms.
e The first emission norms with th

methane.
¢ Who sets them?
the Central Poll
and Climate Ch

d timeline for implementation are set by
under the Ministry of Environment, Forests

tween BS-IV and BS-VI:

-IV and BS-VI are unit emission norms that set the maximum
permissible levels for pollutants that an automotive or a two-wheeler exhaust
can emit.

Compared to BS4, BS6 emission standards are stricter.

The main difference is in the amount of sulphur in the fuel, which is reduced
from 50 ppm in BS IV fuel to 10 ppm in BS VI fuel for both gasoline and diesel.
Hence, BSVI engines produce less harmful emissions and pollutants.
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5.11 Krishna Raja Sagar (KRS) Dam

The High Court of Karnataka recently banned all types of mining and quarrying
activities within a 20-km radius of the historic Krishnarajasagar (KRS) dam in Mandya
district.

About Krishna Raja Sagara (KRS) Dam
e It is a type of gravity dam located below the confluence of the river Kaveri with its
tributaries, Hemavati and Lakshmana Tirtha, in the district of Mandya in

Karnataka.
e History:
o The dam was constructed during the rule of aharaja  of

Mysore, Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV, and it was named in his
The construction of the KRS Dam began in 1911 and was
The dam was designed by Sir M. Visvesvaraya, a fa
referred to as the ‘architect of modern Mysore’ or ‘fathi

o The creative beautification of the whole dam co
of Sir Mirza Ismail, the then Dewan of the pri

e Usage:

o The water from the dam is used for irrigation in and Mandya and is
the main source of drinking water for d Bengaluru city.

o It also ensures power supply to vanasamudra hydroelectric power
station.

o The water released from this Sginto the state of Tamil Nadu and is

1931.
er (often
India’).

e« Features:
o It was built using a mi
o Itis 2,621 meters 40 meters (130 feet) high.
o Its reservoir is abo ich was the largest in Asia at the period
when it was bui
automated crest gates.
ental garden, is attached to the dam.

The Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Maharashtra is India's first Dark Sky Park

within a tiger reserve for earmarking areas around the park that restrict light

pollution for stargazers to access pristine dark skies.

o Dark Sky Place certification focuses on lighting policy, dark sky-friendly retrofits,
outreach and education, and monitoring the night sky.

e This designation positions PTR as a sanctuary where tourists can witness celestial
spectacles, shielded from the intrusion of artificial light pollution.

e PTR became the fifth such park in Asia.

e The certification was given by the International Dark-Sky Association, a global

dark-sky movement to promote astronomy.
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Key Facts about Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR)

e Location: The Reserve is located in the southern reaches of the Satpura hills in the
Seoni and Chhindwara districts in Madhya Pradesh and continues in Nagpur
district in Maharashtra as a separate Sanctuary.

e [t is named after the Pench River, which flows from north to south through the
Reserve.

e It comprises the Indira Priyadarshini Pench National Park, the Pench Mowgli
Sanctuary, and a buffer.

e The area of the Pench Tiger Reserve and the surrounding area is the real story area
of Rudyard Kipling's famous "The Jungle Book".

e Terrain: It is undulating, with most of the area covered by
slopes on the sides.

and various grasses and shrubs.

¢ Fauna:
o The area is especially famous for large herds of
(Indian Bison), and wild boar.

o The key predator is the tiger, followed @
3 Q
4

gs, and wolf.
birds, including the Malabar Pied
¢, White-Eyed Buzzard, etc.

There are over 325 species of resident and

5.13 Key Facts about Aravalli Ra
Overview:
The Supreme Court recently

mining activities in the Ar
northwestern India.

About Aravalli Rang
e Itis a mountai e |
e It is one of the oldes ntains in the world.

e It runs 670 km (430 mi) in a south-west direction, starting
rough southern Haryana and Rajasthan, and ending in

tate of Rajasthan beliecves that the
threat to the environment, it can also

km from Mount Abu, which is a popular hill station in the Aravalli
Range.

o Rivers: Three major rivers and their tributaries flow from the Aravalli, namely the
Banas and Sahibi rivers, which are tributaries of the Yamuna, as well as the Luni
River, which flows into the Rann of Kutch.

e The Aravalli acts as the edge which separates the Thar desert from the plains
and plateaus of eastern Rajasthan.

o In ancient times, Aravalli were extremely high, but since have worn down
almost completely by millions of years of weathering.

e The range is rich in mineral resources like copper, zinc, lead, and marble.
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o [t is divided into two sections: the Sambhar-Sirohi ranges, taller and including
Guru Shikhar; and the Sambhar-Khetri ranges, consisting of three ridges that are
discontinuous.

e There are several national parks and wildlife sanctuaries that fall within the belt of
Aravalli Hills. Sariska National Park, Kumbhalgarh Sanctuary, and Mount Abu
Sanctuary are among them.

5.14 Gangetic dolphin

Overview:

Recently, A Gangetic dolphin was rescued in Odisha. It may be an indicator of more
freshwater dolphins in river.

About Gangetic dolphin

¢ Common Name: Susu

e Scientific Name: Platanista gangetica .

e Population: Less than 1800 (1200 to 1800).

o Habitat: Ganges river dolphins once lived in th
and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of Nepal, Indi

¢ Some characteristics:
o The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwate
o Itis essentially blind and they hunt by emitting ultrasonic sounds.
o It has a sturdy, yet flexible, body wifh large/flippers and a low triangular dorsal

ange a utra-Meghna
nd Bangladesh.

fin.

o Calves are chocolate brown at hen have grey-brown smooth, hairless
skin as adults.

o Females are larger than gi th once every two to three years to

only one calf.
e Conservation status:
o IUCN: Endangere
o Wildlife (Protection) Ac hedules-1

a coalition of various organizations and government departments to prepare a
landscape-based ecological restoration plan for the national park.

About Kanger Valley National Park
e Location:
o Itis located in Jagdalpur, in the Bastar district of Chhattisgarh state.
o It is located on the banks of the Kholaba River (tributary of the Godavari
River).
o The National Park derives its name from the Kanger River, which flows in its
length.

Head Office :- 104, Ground Floor, Mall Road Kingsway Camp Near G.T.B Nagar Metro Gate No-3 Delhi-110009 66
Contact no. :- 9953088030, 9910632418




CURRENT AFFAIRS CAREER IAS

o [t got the status of a national park in 1982.

e The average width of the park (north to south) is 6 km. while the average length
(west to east) is 34 km. The area of the park is 200 square kilometers.

o The entire Park constitutes core area and there is no buffer zone.

e Topography: It is noted for its highly heterogeneous land formations, ranging from
low, flat, and gentle areas to steep slopes, plateaus, valleys, and stream courses.

e It is home to three exceptional caves, famous for their amazing geological
structures: Kutumbasar, Kailash, and Dandak.

e National Park is known for the presence of underground limestone caves with
dripstone and floston. The stalagmites and stalactite formations are still
increasing.

e Tirathgarh Waterfall is located in the park.

e The Park also has a sizable tribal population.

e Flora: It is a typical mixed humid deciduous type o
Saugaun, teak, and bamboo trees are available in abund

¢ Fauna:

o Major wild animals include tigers, mouse
chital, barking deer, langurs, jackals, rhesus mac

o The aerial fauna at the park consists of common
spotted owlet, racket-tailed drongos, m etc.

orest in which/the Sal,

na, red jungle fowl,

Q1) Which are the main tributaries of Go
avara, the Purna, the Manjra, the
ita (combined flow of Wainganga,
Penganga, Wardha), the Indravati; e Sabri.

Overview:

The Union governme
Chilika Lake and
economies.

ture tourism at 16 Ramsar sites, including
anctuary, to support conservation and local

npur Bird Sanctuary is located in the Gurgaon district of
wfrom Delhi.

ity: The vegetation is characterized by tropical and dry deciduous types

such as grasses, dhok, khair, tendu, jamun, neem, berberis, and species of Acacia.

o Over 320 bird species have been recorded at Sultanpur, making it a vital
wintering ground. Some iconic species found here are the Common Hoopoe,
Purple Sunbird, Black Francolin, Little Cormorant, Indian Cormorant, Siberian
Crane and Greater Flamingo.

o Other migratory birds that flock seasonally include Common Teal, Common
Greenshank and Ruff.

o While large wild mammals are absent, the park's terrestrial fauna is
represented by animals like the nilgai.
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o Sultanpur National Park is an ecologically significant protected wetland that
provides habitat to an array of resident and migratory birds.

e Conservation efforts: The Haryana government has carried out some development
works at the sanctuary like the construction of mounds, widening of paths, and
digging four tube wells. Efforts are being made to improve vegetation in the area by
planting more trees.

e Alternative livelihood program: As part of the Union government’s Amrit
Dharohar initiative, to promote tourism at Ramsar sites, the sanctuary has been
included in a pilot project for skill development of facilitators, tourism service
providers, and stakeholders.

5.17 Key Facts about Wular Lake

Overview:

The Wular Lake has got around four to five lakh migratory, birds so far t winter,
including seven new species.

About Wular Lake

o It is the largest freshwater lake in India.

e It is located in the Bandipore district of Jammu and K

o [t lies at the north end of the Vale of K , 20 miles 82 km) north-northwest
of Srinagar.

o [t is spread over a total area of 200 squ
and 10 km in breadth.

e The lake basin was formed as ctivity and is fed by the Jhelum
River.

e The lake lies at an altitud

e It is also said to be a re ake, that existed in ancient times.

e This lake also has a s i in\its’centre called the ‘Zaina Lank’. This island
was constructed by

ge in the Kashmir Valley.

ws via Srinagar and Wular Lake prior to entering Pakistan.
o The river makes a deep, narrow gorge on its way to Pakistan.
o It joins the Chenab River near Trimmu, Pakistan.

e Length: It has a total length of about 725 km (450 mi).

e Major Tributaries: Kishenganga (Neelum) River, Kunhar River, Sandran River,
Bringi River, Arapath River, Watlara River, Lidder River, and Veshaw River.

5.18 Great Indian Bustard
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Overview:

The Supreme Court recently directed the Centre to come clean on its plans to save the
critically endangered Great Indian Bustard.

About Great Indian Bustard

e [tis a bustard found on the Indian subcontinent.

e Scientific Name: Ardeotis nigriceps

e Itis among the heaviest of the flying birds.

e Distribution: The species has a current viable population of 100- 150 individuals

in India and mainly survives in the Thar Desert of Rajasthan that holds about
100 individuals.

e Habitat: It inhabits dry grasslands and scrublands.
¢ Features:

o It is alarge bird with a horizontal body and long, ba ostrich-
like appearance.

o The sexes are roughly the same size, with the 1 i eighing 15 kg
(33 pounds).

o It can easily be distinguished by its black crown ehead, contrasting

with the pale neck and head.
The body is brownish, and the wings z
They breed mostly during the mgns eason, when females lay a single
egg on open ground.
Lifespan: 12-15 years
These birds are opportuni . ir di€t ranges widely depending on the
seasonal availability of food. on grass seeds, insects like grasshoppers
and beetles, and someti
o Conservation Status:
O

e Loc t is located north of the Cap Vert peninsula of Senegal, northeast of

e The lake is isolated from the sea by sand dunes.

o [ts fresh water comes from the seasonal water table in the dunes, which are higher
than the lake. Thus the sea provides most of the lake’s water and all of its salt.

e The Pink Lake is one of the main tourist destinations in the Dakar region,
primarily because of the pink colour of its waters.

e Why it is pink?
o The pink coloration is due to the proliferation of halophilic green algae (living

in a salty environment), Dunaliella salina, which contain red pigments.
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The alga is associated with halophilic bacteria of the genus Halobacterium.
This microscopic alga’s resistance to salt comes from its high concentration
of carotenoid pigments, which protect it from light, and its high glycerol
content.

o In fact, Dunaliella salina contains at least four antioxidant pigments (beta-
carotene, astaxanthin, lutein and zeaxanthin), which are rich in vitamins and
trace elements.

o When salinity is high, algae with red pigments thrive, and when salinity is
low, they give way to other algae rich in green pigments.

5.20 What is a Soda Lake?

Overview:

Scientists have discovered that a shallow "soda lake" in western a‘could be a
good match for Darwin's "warm little ponds" where life got started on the primordial
Earth.

About Soda Lake

It is a lake with a pH value usually between 9 and 1
High carbonate concentration, especially sodium ca
the alkalinity of the water.

, is responsible for

Geology and Genesis
o Geological, climati
become alkaling

An endorh
The pH of the W > depression rises through the evaporation of the lake
Stiitable climate like the desert climate to balance between the

e surrounding area.

bsence of magnesium and calcium is critical in the formation of
lake since magnesium or calcium is likely to dissolve quickly and
he carbonate ion thus neutralizing the pH of the lake water.

o These are dominated by prokaryotes like bacteria and archaea, especially in
lakes with higher levels of alkalinity.

o Multicellular organisms such as brine shrimp and fish are found in plenty if
not most of the soda lakes.

Examples Of Soda Lakes

o Africa and Asia have the highest number of soda lakes since the two
continents have vast desert conditions which are perfect for the formation of
soda lakes.

[
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o Most of the soda lakes in Africa are located in Eastern Africa, especially in
Kenya, Tanzania, and Ethiopia.
o Lake Natron in Tanzania is one of the most outstanding soda lakes in Africa
o India and China have the highest number of soda lakes in Asia.
Some of the soda lakes in Asia include Lake Van, Tso Kar Salt Lake, Pangong Salt
Lake, and Lake Zabuye.

5.21 Key Facts about Indian Tectonic Plate
Researchers recently unveiled new seismic data indicating that the Indian tectonic
plate is splitting in two beneath the Tibetan plateau.

About Indian Tectonic Plate

e Itis a minor tectonic plate located in the north east hemisph

e It isbound by four major tectonic plates. Nort f the Indiagl plate is
the Eurasian plate; to the south east is the Australian th-west is
the African plate; and to the west is the Arabian plafe.

collides with it, a convergent boundary is created.
On the opposite side, the Indo-African boundary is

to a transform boundary.
o It was previously thought that,the
single plate as there is no ar’ type
evidence suggests that the gwo Iﬁces {/il

of boundary but recent seismologic
tve a transform boundary, as the

Eurasian
Plate

Persia-Tibet-Burma
Orogeny

o

- = - s 36 ! -
2/ Arabian / A ~— .
Plate / : i
~—gi | i -7 sunda
I b 26 [ / |
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drift velocities of these two plates are different even if the general direction of
motion of the two plates is similar.

e The collision of the Indian plate with the Eurasian plate about 50 million years
ago resulted in the erection of the Himalayan Mountains.

e As the Indian plate is still active today and drifts at a velocity of about 5 cm per
year, earthquakes occur in the northern part of the plate.

e Because of the low-grade metamorphism that resulted in the collision of the Indian
plate with the Eurasian plate, many micaceous minerals are mined in the
northern part of the country; in fact, India is the greatest producer of mica blocks
and splitting.

5.22 Key Facts about Panama Canal
Scientists recently stumbled upon a lost forest in the Panama » ing back
around 22 million years.

About Panama Canal

e It is an artificial waterway that connects the
Ocean.

e The canal cuts across the Isthmus of Panama and is a

e It was cut through one of the narrowesMes of the
and South America.

ean with the Pacific

for maritime trade.
mus that joins North

San Francisco

artificial waterways in the wo
the other being the Suez Canal
e It is approximately 80 kilo
long.
e It consists of a series
raise and lower th
to facilitate the p

1 1vi SOUTH
through the con A
OCEAN

New York City

United States NORTH

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

7 PANAMA CANAL

miles

EQUATOR

South
America

OLD ROUTE:
New York to
San Francisco:

nautical miles

States took over the project on May 4, 1904, and opened the
st 15, 1914, and then managed the waterway until 1999.

ed with the United States in 1977.

Q1) What is the Suez Canal?

It is a 30 km (120 miles)-long artificial sea-level waterway located in Egypt. It connects
the Mediterranean Sea with the Gulf of Suez, a northern branch of the Red Sea. It
provides the shortest maritime route between Europe and the lands lying around
the Indian and western Pacific oceans. It is one of the world’s most heavily used
shipping lanes.
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region of Gujarat state.

e It is a multi-layered and multi-cultural mercantile settlement, with its history
stretching back to nearly 8th Century BCE.

e As a historical city, it was known by various names, such as Vridhanagar,
Anandapur, Anartapur, and Nagar.

e The town represents a continuously evolving historic urban landscape/area that
played a major role in the hinterland trade network of Western India.

e It is mentioned often in the Puranas and even in the travelogue of the great
Chinese traveler, Hieu-en-Tsang (7th century), as a rich and flourishing town.

o Features:
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5.24 Qanat system
Some of Africa’s dry areas face serious water shor
ancient system of drawing water from aquifers, the “gan

About Qanat system

o The ancient town of Vadnagar is an L-shaped town with Sharmishtha Lake
located on its northeastern edge.

o The whole ancient town of Vadnagar is built over an ancient mound. The
topography of the mound is gently rising, with its highest point in the middle
of the settlement, also called Darbar Ghat.

o Vadnagar town is divided into several blocks, also called Mohallas or Madhs.
These mohallas are named after a temple, a community, or an occupation.

o The oldest temple, Ambaji Mata Temple, dates back to the 10th-11th Century
CE, while other important Hindu and Jain temples within the town are from
17th Century onward.

o The current residential layer of the town is from late G period (late
18th Century CE).
o Vadnagar town is surrounded by fortifications made of bri ly stone,

covering an area of 1km east-west and 700 m north-sputh.

It is an ancient type of water-suppl
regions of the world.

It taps underground mountain es trapped in and beneath the upper
reaches of alluvial fans and ch downhill through a series of gently
sloping tunnels.

The ganats have been u
Africa, the Middle East i er supplies are limited.

It’s known by a varie oggara” in north Africa, “falaj” in Oman and
“qarez” in parts of Asi

s social cohesion. Many people, with different skills, are 1nvolved in
maintaining the system.

o The lifespan of the system extends beyond that of a deep water well, which is
only about 20 years. Tunnels do not clog as easily as wells.

o The quality of water coming from the mountains is much better than water on
the plains. It’ll have lower salinity and be better for crops and people.

5.25 Bhitarkanika National Park

[
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Odisha’s Bhitarkanika national park will soon be connected by rail as the proposed
Jajpur Road-Dhamra railway line will pass through the park.

About Bhitarkanika National Park

e Location: It is located in Kendrapara district in the state of Odisha.

e Itis India’s second-largest mangrove ecosystem after the Sunderbans.

e The national park that is sprawling across 672 km? of mangrove swamp
is situated on a delta formed by rivers, namely Brahmani, Baitarani, and Dhamra.

e The national park was established in September 1998 and was built in the heart
of the Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary, founded in 1975.

e Proximity to the Bay of Bengal makes the soil of the area
the vegetation and species of the sanctuary are comprise
mainly found in the tropical and subtropical intertidal regio

e It is home to a multitude of mud huts, creeks, backwate

o The area was designated as the second Ramsar Site of t i st 2002.

d with salts;
that are

¢ Flora:
o It houses various species of mangrove sprea ss it§ forest region, marshy
lands, creeks, etc.
o Thespia, casuarinas, sundari, and indigo bush gra re some of the other
varieties of flora that flourish in the a
¢ Fauna:

o Bhitarkanika has one of the
crocodiles in India.
o Gahirmatha Beach, which ary of the park in the east, is

5.26 Indian vulture
First in many year.

is species are smaller than males.

: These are native to India, Pakistan, and Nepal.

o Habitat: They are usually found in savannas and other open habitats around
villages, cities, and near cultivated areas.

e Threats: The Indian vulture has suffered a 97-99% population decrease due to
poisoning caused by the veterinary drug diclofenac. This drug is toxic for vultures;
it was given to working animals as it reduced joint pain and so kept them working
for longer.

¢ Conservation status
o IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered

5.27 Chandaka-Dampara wildlife sanctuary
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After relocating deer from Cuttack, the Odisha state government is planning to
introduce Sambar and Gaur (bison) in the Chandaka-Dampara wildlife sanctuary.
About Chandaka-Dampara wildlife sanctuary

e It is located in Khurda district of Odisha represents the north-eastern limits of
Eastern Ghats.

e [tis also a home to a number of threatened wild animals and birds.

o This landscape got sanctuary status in 1982.

e The climate of the area is tropical with three distinct and well marked seasons i.e.
summer, Rainy season and winter.

e Vegetation: Flora is moderately diverse with intimate mixture of evergreen and
deciduous elements. The area comes under semi-evergreen zone but the
interplay of biotic factors has changed the original character offthe ve

¢ Flora: Dhaman (Grewia Tiliaefolia), Bankapasia (Kydia calycin

Cuminii), Gandhana (Premna mucronata), Kansa (Hymenodictyon
Kusum (Schleichera oleosa), Marua (Vitex pinnat idha

parviflora), Karanja, Thorny bamboo etc. 2
Fauna: Elephants, Chital, Barking Deer, Wild Boar, Rhesus Monkey, Pangolin,
Sloth Bear, Indian Wolf, Hyena and other mammals.

y
5.28 Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve \

Overview:
More than 300 vultures were recorde
survey in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reseru,

int mpleted synchronous vulture

e Location:
o Itislocated in the Nid@iri i he Western Ghats.
o It encompasses pa i Kerala, and Karnataka.
e It was the first bios India, established in 1986.
e The total area of 20 sq. km. [t is the largest protected forest
area in India.
e The Mudumalai g“Sanctuary, Wyanaad Wildlife Sanctuary, Bandipur
hole National Park, Mukurthi National Park, and Silent

ontane sholas and grasslands, semi-evergreen forests, moist
, dry deciduous forests, and thorn forests.
annual rainfall of the reserve ranges from 500 mm to 7000 mm, with
ranging from 0°C during the winter to 41°C during the summer.
pulation: Tribal groups like the Todas, Kotas, Irullas, Kurumbas,
Paniyas, Adiyans, Edanadan Chettis, Cholanaickens, Allar, Malayan, etc., are
native to the reserve.
o It isIndia's first biosphere reserve under UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere
Programme.
e Flora:
o About 3,300 species of flowering plants can be seen here. Of the 3,300 species,
132 are endemic to the NBR.
o Some of the plants entirely restricted to the NBR include species of Adenoon,
Calacanthus, Baeolepis, Frerea, Jarodina, Wagatea, Poeciloneuron, etc.
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e Fauna:
o It includes the largest known population of two endangered animal species,
namely the Nilgiri Tahr and the Lion-tailed macaque and the largest South
Indian population of elephant, tiger, gaur, sambar, and chital.

5.29 Kinnow Farming

Overview:

Kinnow growers in Punjab are apprehending losses this season as nearly half of the
13 lakh tonnes of the crop are yet to be harvested even as the season will end in less
than two months.

About Kinnow Farming:
e Kinnow / Mandarin, commonly pronounced as Kinoo or Kinu i

e [t is alargely cultivated fruit of North India, and Punja share of
Kinnow/ Mandarin producing area of the country, wi including
Rajasthan, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, d Kashmir.

e Itis a hybrid of two varieties viz. Citrus nobilis

e It is commonly confused with Oranges, due to the si ity§in their appearances,

seasonal availability and nutritional benefits offered by

and pulp.

o Climatic conditions
o Temperature: It can be grow
o It has the ability to withs

cultivation.
o Rain: 300-400mm

e Citrus origina
e It comprises Kinno¥v
In India, Cit

are an import e ofVitamin C.
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6. Science & Tech

6.1 World’s Largest Lithium Reserve:

The U.S. Department of Energy recently discovered the world’s largest Lithium

reserve beneath California’s Salton Sea.

o Salton Sea is a shallow, saline lake located in the lower Colorado Desert,
southern California,

o It is a geological depression tucked between mountain ranges and lying below sea
level.

o The Salton Sea is an important stopping point for migratory waterfowl and serves
as a critical habitat for birds moving south to Mexico and Central America.

Lithium:

o It is a soft, silvery-white metal that heads group 1, the alkali metals group, of the
periodic table of the elements.
It has the lowest density of all metals.
It is the lightest of the solid elements.
It reacts vigorously with water.

6.2 Fog Pass Devices : Indian Railways

To ensure smooth rail operations, Indian Railways have provisioned 19,742 Fog

Pass Devices during the foggy weather.

o Fog Pass Devices is a GPS based navigation device that helps the loco pilot to
navigate during dense fog conditions.

o It provides on-board real-time information (Display as well as voice guidance) to
Loco Pilots regarding location of fixed landmarks such as Signal, Level Crossing
gate (Manned & Unmanned), Permanent Speed Restrictions, Neutral Sections etc.

o It displays approach indications of next three approaching fixed landmarks in
geographical order accompanied with voice message approximately S00m on
approach.

o General features of Fog Pass Device:

o Suitable for all types of sections like single line, double line, electrified as
well as non electrified sections.
o Suitable for all types of electric and diesel locomotives, EMUs/MEMUs/
DEMUs.
o Suitable for train speeds up to 160 KMPH.
Itvhas built-in re-chargeable battery back-up for 18 hrs.

6.3 Cigaritis meghamalaiensis
The pristine hills of the Meghamalai in Tamil Nadu have thrown up a new species of
‘silverline’ butterflies.

About Cigaritis meghamalaiensis

o [tis the new species of butterfly.

e It has become the first butterfly species to be described from the Western Ghats in
33 years.
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e The researchers had first come across the distinct species belonging to the Cigaritis
genus in the high elevations of Periyar in Idukki in 2018.

e Further explorations have revealed the species to be confined to the Meghamalais
and the adjoining Periyar Tiger Reserve.

Key facts about Periyar Tiger Reserve
It is located in the Western Ghats of Kerala.

[ ]

e It gets its name from the River Periyar, which has its origin deep inside the reserve.
e Two main rivers, Pamba and Periyar, drain the reserve.

e [Itis home to many tribal communities, including the Mannans and the Palians.

e Vegetation: It consists of tropical evergreen, semi-evergreen and

6.4 Kochi-Lakshadweep islands submarine optical fiber connecti ect
Recently, the Prime Minister of India in Kavaratti, Lakshadweep, gurated Kochi-

ochi) to eleven
t, Chetlet, Kalpeni,

Minicoy, Androth, Kiltan, Bangaram and Bi ed

e The project is funded by Universal Servic (USOF), Department of
Telecommunication

e Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) t Executing Agency and the
work was awarded to M/s NEC India Pvt Ltd through Global Open

Tendering process.
o The major activities related to
Cable laying, Civil Con
Commissioning of End
e Significance of the proj

possibilities &g@Oppa
For the first ti i
Submarine Optic Fibre, Ge

e Marine Route Survey, Submarine
stations, Installation, Testing and

understanding of the Earth and its vital signs.

o This overarching initiative, with an allocation of Rs 4,797 crore for the period 2021-
26, aims to significantly enhance research, modeling, and service delivery across
crucial areas like weather, climate, oceans, and the polar regions.

e One of the primary objectives of Prithvi is to augment and sustain long-term
observations across the atmosphere, ocean, geosphere, cryosphere, and solid
earth.

o This will enable recording and monitoring of the Earth System's vital signs and

changes.
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e Additionally, the scheme focuses on developing predictive models for weather,
ocean, and climate hazards, as well as advancing the understanding of climate
change science.

Japan recently landed a spacecraft called SLIM (Smart Lander for Investigating Moon)
on the lunar surface, becoming the 5th country after the Soviet Union, the US, China
and India to achieve a soft landing on the moon.

6.6 What is Gut Microbiota?
Scientists are finding that the gut microbiota may be linked to heart health, some
cancers, and even the colour of urine.

About Gut Microbiota

e The human gut microbiota refers to the trillions of microbes;“stich asbacteria,
viruses, fungi, and parasites, that live in the human gu
e Previously, people referred to the gut microbiota as the m! a of'the gut.

o The gut microbiome is the environment they live i
e Establishment of the human gut microbiota:
o Infants inherit their first gut microbes during
(chestfeeding).
o Later, your diet and other environ Xposure
to your biome.
e The gut microbiota assists in a ran
o harvesting energy from digest
o protecting against pathoge
o regulating immune functio
o strengthening the bioc i

liv or breastfeeding
ntroduce new microbes

of ions, including:

he gut and intestine
ct these functions.
e Disease:
o While there arg teria in the gut, there are also harmful
bacteria that gé ointestinal (GI) tract and cause infection.
poisoning and other GI diseases that result in

pbacterial populations in the GI system play a role in
ons, including inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD), such

diabetes.
Disturbifng fhe microbiota with antibiotics can also lead to disease, including
infection§ that become resistant to antibiotics.

6.7 Peregrine Lander
The Peregrine Lunar Lander was launched aboard the United Launch Alliance's Vulcan
rocket to embark on its pioneering journey to explore the Moon.

About Peregrine Lander

o [t is designed to carry scientific instruments and other payloads to the Moon's
surface, specifically targeting the Sinus Viscositatis region.

o This area, also known as the Bay of Stickiness, lies adjacent to the Gruitheisen
Domes near the Oceanus Procellarum, or Ocean of Storms.
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e Aim: To locate water molecules on the moon, measure radiation and gases
around the lander, and evaluate the lunar exosphere (the thin layer of gases on the
moon's surface)”

6.8 What is Camptothecin?

Researchers at the Indian Institutes of Technology Madras and Mandi have
metabolically engineered Nothapodytes nimmoniana plant cells to increase production
of anti-cancer drug camptothecin (CPT).

About Camptothecin

e Camptothecin (CPT) is an important anti-cancer drug lead ule for high-
value drugs like Topotecan and Irinotecan.

e It is a potent topoisomerase I inhibitor extracted mainly
acuminata (native to Eastern Asia) and Nothapodyt
India).

e It is majorly produced in the Southeast Asian region, wi
found only in China and India.

o However, the conjunction of climate change
undertaken for CPT extraction has pushed these
species category.

t being largely

extensive deforestation
ts¥into the endangered

Key facts about Nothapodytes nimmonia

e It is an endangered forest plant i i in Sri Lanka, China, South
East Asia, Taiwan, North Su ippines and India.

e In India, this plant is prevalén ats of Maharashtra, Goa, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala and als nd Jammu and Kashmir.

e The allopathic medici g Nathapodytes nimmoniana.
The plant contains g i which is a renowned anticancer drug.

ellias been a 20% decline in the plant’s population.
od source of CPT, this plant has been explored for
nological and Pharmacological aspects.

About I-STEM

e I-STEM (Indian Science, Technology, and Engineering facilities Map) is
an initiative of the Office of Principal Scientific Advisor, Government of India.

e It is developed with the concept “One Nation One Portal” for the scientific
community, aimed at “Linking Researchers and Resources”.

o [t assists users to locate the specific facility they need for their R&D work and
identify the one that is either located closest to them or available the soonest.
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o The organisation, acting as custodian of the facility may charge the fee for running
and maintaining the resources beyond the Project Duration.

e A panel of Experts will be formed in due course to assist the users by providing
information to optimally utilise resources available through I-STEM’s S&T Chat
Room.

e A Digital Catalogue of Technologies and Technologies Products mandated by the
Empowered Technology Group is an integral part of the I-STEM web portal.

e A platform for conducting and hosting industry challenges as mandated by the
Empowered Technology Group (ETG) is being developed for Start-ups and
Academia for making India “Aatmnirbhar”.

e Through a recent Gol directive, institutions with R&D facilities

d by agencies

dispersed resources", has been filed with the Indian Pate

6.10 What is an Isopod?
An international team of marine biologists recently discobvered
of crustacean, that has been formally identified as a

Booralana.

nique isopod, a form
ecies of the genus

About Isopod
e Isopods are an order of inverteb Is without backbones) that belong to
includes crabs and shrimp.
species of isopods (all belonging

to the order “Isopoda”).
o They also live in many

the deep sea, and the
¢ Features:

O
ifferent shapes and sizes and ranging from
in length.

leons,’ and one or more of these segments is fused into a tail section.

eon has a set of biramous (branching in two) limbs called “pleopods”
that are used for swimming and respiration.

o About half of the known species of isopods live in the ocean. Others live in
coastal and shelf waters, moving around on the seafloor or living in plants.

o Most are free-living, but a number of marine species are parasitic on other
animals.

Q1) What are crustaceans?
Crustaceans (make up a very large group of the Arthropods which include the crabs,
lobsters, crayfish, shrimp, krill, barnacles, brine shrimp, copepods, ostracods and
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mantis shrimp. They are invertebrates with a hard exoskeleton (carapace), a
segmented body that is bilaterally symmetrical, more than four pairs of jointed
appendages. Crustaceans are found in a wide range of habitats - most are free-living
freshwater or marine animals, but some are terrestrial (e.g. woodlice), some are
parasitic (e.g. fish lice) and some do not move (e.g. barnacles)

6.11 What is Chang’e 6 Mission?
The China National Space Administration (CNSA) recently announced that the Chang’e
6 sample return mission is on track to land on the surface of the Moon in the first half
of 2024.

About Chang’e 6 Mission

e The Chang'e 6 mission is a planned lander designed to réturn s
the lunar south pole.

e The mission aims to land on the Moon, collect samp
and return them to Earth. This process will contribute
Moon's geological mysteries.

e Representing the first attempt to retrieve sample

o Additionally, an Italian lase

and Pakistan's ICUBE-Q

e Chang'e 6 will consist of b
o The lander will touc

specific regions, co

e The returned samp

study.
6.12 What is Inflam Disease (IBD)?
A recent Sciemtifi study investigated the association between migraine and
the developm ory bowel disease (IBD).

wel Disease (IBD)
e IBD i that describes disorders involving long-standing (chronic)

that ad to life-threatening complications.

e Types of IBD include:
o Ulcerative colitis: This condition involves inflammation and sores

(ulcers) along the lining of your large intestine (colon) and rectum.

o Crohn's disease.

e This type of IBD is characterized by inflammation of the lining of your digestive
tract, which often involves the deeper layers of the digestive tract.

e Crohn's disease most commonly affects the small intestine. However, it can also
affect the large intestine and, uncommonly, the upper gastrointestinal tract.
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o A third category, indeterminate colitis IBD, refers to IBD that has features of
both Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis.
¢ Causes: The exact cause of IBD is unknown, but IBD is the result of a weakened
immune system. Possible causes are:
o The immune system responds incorrectly to environmental triggers, such as
viruses or bacteria, which cause inflammation of the gastrointestinal tract.
o There also appears to be a genetic component. Someone with a family history
of IBD is more likely to develop this inappropriate immune response.
e Symptoms:
o IBD causes a range of problems in the colon and rectum, but it can also affect
other parts of the body.
o Both ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease are usua terized by
diarrhea, rectal bleeding, abdominal pain, fatigue, and i
o People with IBD may experience flare-ups followed by periods/fwith no

symptoms.
e Treatment:
o Although there is no curative treatment ible to reduce
inflammation and address symptoms with a variet i
o IBD treatments may include medications, surgery, range of diet and
lifestyle changes that help reduce i support the immune
system.

6.13 Japan’s Moon Mission — SLIM

About SLIM

e SLIM was launched by the e Exploration Agency (JAXA) in
September 2023 aboard t the Tanegashima spaceport.

e It aims to demonstr ing within 100 metres through new
technologies.

o It also carried c rovers developed by Sony and Tomy for
reconnaissance.

e The mission aif & pan's space program which suffered setbacks like

the failure of the

ill provide astrophysicists with new information about some of the
hottest regions, largest structures, and objects with the strongest
gravity.

Future Moon Missions

¢ ISRO (India): LUPEX with JAXA, Chandrayaan-4

e NASA (USA): Lunar Trailblazer Mission, Viper Rover, Artemis 2-6 (Manned
mission).

¢ ROSCOSMOS (Russia): LUNA 26-28, ORYOL

e CNSA (China): Chang'e 6-8

e JAXA (Japan): Destiny+
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6.14 Arogya Maitri cube

Overview:

Recently, Arogya Maitri Disaster Management Cube has been deployed in Ayodhya to
bolster medical readiness and response capabilities during the upcoming 'Pran
Pratishtha' ceremony.

About Arogya Maitri cube
e It is a revolutionary mobile hospital equipped with cutting-edge technology.
e This cube is a part of the broader initiative named “Project BHISHM” — Bharat
Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita and Maitri.
e Features
o It is tailored to treat up to 200 casualties, emphasizing
comprehensive care.

o It integrates Artificial Intelligence (AI) and da
coordination, real-time monitoring, and efficie
services in the field.

o The whole unit contains 72 easily .
conveniently carried by hand, c é '
flexibility.

o In the face of mass casualty i
basic aid to advanced medi

), where requirements range from
gare, the Aid Cube stands out with
g 12 minutes.

o These cubes are rQ and light, designed for various

o It has advanege
redeployme

e The state-of-the-a :

ation, the cube can be rapidly deployed
ponse capability.
ent, RFID-tagged for efficient repacking and

About Scrub Typhus
e Itis an infectious disease caused by bacteria called Orientia tsutsugamushi.
e It is transmitted through infected mites.
¢ Symptoms
o The symptoms typically include fever, headache, body ache and sometimes
a rash.
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o In severe cases, the infection can lead to respiratory distress, brain and lung
inflammation, kidney failure and multi-organ failure, ultimately resulting in
death.

e Several factors like vector abundance, climatic factors, exposures like farming and
owning domestic animals, outdoor activities and sanitation, affect its prevalence.

e This disease is more prevalent in cooler months.

e In Northeast India, cases of scrub typhus occur from July to November in

Manipur, July to October in Sikkim and September to November in

Darjeeling.
o It will not spread from person to person.
e Treatment: Scrub typhus should be treated with the anti ic¢ doxycycline.

Doxycycline can be used in persons of any age.
e There is no vaccine available for this disease.

Key facts about Typhus fever

e Typhus fevers are a group of diseases caused bygbacte incglude epidemic

typhus, scrub typhus, and murine typhus.

o Epidemic typhus: It is caused due to Rickettsia
people through contact with infected body lice.

o Scrub typhusis: It is caused due t

chiggers.

o Murine typhus: It is caused due_to

tropical and subtropical clima un

6.16 Havisure vaccine
Overview:

Recently, the Indian Imm
Dairy Development Boa
Hepatitis A vaccine ‘Hawi

a wholly owned subsidiary of National
ed India’s first indigenously developed

About Havisure
. st dose administered at above 12 months of age and

onths after the first dose.

o Itis an inflammation of the liver caused by the hepatitis A virus (HAV).

e The virus is primarily spread when an uninfected (and unvaccinated) person
ingests food or water that is contaminated with the faeces of an infected
person.

o Hepatitis can be an acute (short-term) infection or a chronic (long-term) infection.

o There are different types of hepatitis, with different causes:

o Viral hepatitis is the most common type. It is caused by one of several viruses
-- hepatitis viruses A, B, C, D, and E.
o Alcoholic hepatitis is caused by heavy alcohol use.
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o Toxic hepatitis can be caused by certain poisons, chemicals, medicines, or
supplements.

o Autoimmune hepatitis is a chronic type in which your body's immune system
attacks your liver. The cause is not known, but genetics and your environment
may play a role.

e Hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and hepatitis D spread through contact with the blood of
someone who has the disease.

e Hepatitis B and D may also spread through contact with other body fluids. This
can happen in many ways, such as sharing drug needles or having unprotected

sex.

e Symptoms: Some people with hepatitis do not have sympto do not know
they are infected.

¢ Common symptoms include: fever, malaise, loss of appetite Qi nausea,

abdominal discomfort, dark-coloured urine and jaundice
e Treatment: There is no specific treatment for hepatitis A ove ymptoms
following infection may be slow and can take severa week aths

Vaccine types
How vaccine works

6.17 What is the Mpemba effect?
Overview:

The Mpemba effect continues to c
physical mechanisms.

tists with its complex interplay of

About Mpemba effect
e It is named after Tanz
this counterintuitive p
The effect is th

to Mpemba, who brought attention to
9, makes for curious observation.
freeze faster than cold water in similar

ation: as warmer water evaporates more, it also takes away some heat
(evaporation is inherently endothermic, which is how sweat cools your skin).
Both convection and accelerated heat transfer are enhanced in warmer water
because such water is less dense.

o Yet another factor could be the presence of frost in cold water. Frost is an
insulator and could slow the loss of heat.

o Scientists have also considered whether compounds in water like calcium
carbonate could be precipitated by boiling, and then dissolve, thus increasing
the water’s freezing point.

6.18 What is Election Seizure Management System?
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Overview:

Recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has conducted a training programme
in virtual mode on the recently introduced Election Seizure Management System
(ESMS) for the officers concerned from Andhra Pradesh.

About Election Seizure Management System

e It is a dedicated technology platform designed and developed to digitize data
for intercepted/Seized items (Cash/Liquor/Drugs/ Precious
Metal/Freebies/Other Items) direct from the field through Mobile App.

o [t also allows Banks to generate QR code based receipts for case movement.

o Key Features

Automate desired report in required format for all stakehol

Dashboard analytics for received data from multiple agenci

Avoid duplicate data entry by Agencies

Banks may generate QR code-based receipt in PDF

cash transfer.

o In this platform all the enforcement agencie

O O O O

@)

6.19 What is Disease X?
Overview:

Recently, the World
preparedness agai

e Scientists are of the opinion that Disease X could be 20 times more deadly than
SARS-Covid virus that caused pandemic recently.

e It represents an illness which is currently unknown but could pose a serious
microbial threat to humans in the future.

Q1) What is a pandemic?

A pandemic is an outbreak of infectious disease that occurs over a wide geographical
area and that is of high prevalence. A pandemic generally affects a significant
proportion of the world’s population, usually over the course of several months.
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Pandemic epidemic endemic difference
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7. Social Issues

7.1 PRERANA Program:

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education has

launched ‘Prerana: An Experiential Learning program’

o PRERANA program aims to offer a meaningful, unique, and inspiring experience
to all participants, thereby empowering them with leadership qualities.

o It is driven by a strong commitment to integrate principles of the Indian
education system and the philosophy of value-based education which is a
cornerstone of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

It is a week-long residential program for selected students of class IX to XII.
A batch of 20 selected students (10 boys and 10 girls) will attend the program,
every week from various parts of the country.

o It will run from a Vernacular School, established in 1888, in one of the oldest
living cities of India, Vadnagar, district Mehsana, Gujarat.

o The curriculum of Prerana School prepared by IIT Gandhi Nagar is rooted in nine
value-based themes: Swabhiman and Vinay, Shaurya and Sahas, Parishram and
Samarpan, Karuna and Sewa, Vividhta and Ekta, Satyanishtha and Shuchita,
Navachar and Jigyasa, Shraddha aur Vishwas, and Swatantrata and Kartavya.

o The day-wise program schedule will feature yoga, mindfulness, and meditation
sessions, followed by experiential learning, thematic sessions, and hands-on
interesting learning activities.

o Evening activities will include visits to ancient and heritage sites, inspirational
film screenings, mission life creative activities, talent shows etc. ensuring a
holistic learning approach.

o Apart from this, students will engage in diverse activities, embracing indigenous
knowledge systems, latest State-of-Art technologies, and learning from
inspirational personalities.

putdtion that are due to that origin.

sed for agricultural products, foodstuffs, wine and spirit drinks,

industrial products.

ical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999

provide for the registration and better protection of geographical
indications relating to goods in India.

o This GI tag is valid for 10 years following which it can be renewed.

Key facts about new GI Tagged products
¢ Kapdaganda Shawl
o It is woven and embroidered by the women of the Dongria Kondh tribe, a
particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) in the Niyamgiri hills in Odisha’s
Rayagada and Kalahandi districts.
o The shawl reflects the rich tribal heritage of the Dongria Kondhs.
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o The shawl is worn by both men and women and the Dongrias gift it to their
family members as a token of love and affection.

¢ Lanjia Saurpa Painting

o Itis one of the oldest tribal art forms, is also known as Idital.

o The artworks are famous for their beauty, aesthetics, ritualistic association and
iconography.

o It belongs to the Lanjia Saura community, a PVTG largely residing in the
Rayagada district. These paintings are in the form of exterior murals painted on
the mud walls of homes.

e Koraput Kala Jeera Rice

o The black-coloured rice variety, also known as the ‘Prince o is famous for
its aroma, taste, texture and nutritional value.

o As the rice grains resemble cumin seeds, it is also called Ka

o Its consumption helps in increasing haemoglobin levels and Jimproves
metabolism in the body.

e Nayagarh Kanteimundi Brinjal
o Itis known for its prickly thorns on the stems
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The plants are resistant to major i

pesticide.
¢ Odisha Khajuri Guda (Jaggery)
o Itis a natural sweetener extr te palm trees and has its origin in the
Gajapati district.
o Traditionally, the jaggery i if) a“trapezoidal form called ‘Patali Gur’

and is organic by natu

e Dhenkanal Magji
o It is a type
characteristig$

o It also has€t
sweets.

arance, taste, flavour, shape, and size.
values that distinguish it from other cheese-brd

o It has been opened at Neelkanth Van, Mahakal Lok, in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.

e It will connect people in every corner of the country with pure and safe local and
traditional food.

e Spread over 939 square metres with 19 shops, Prasadam offers convenient
and culturally rich dining options for the 1-1.5 lakh devotees who visit the
Mahakaleshwar Temple daily.

e The food street is designed to provide various facilities, including a kids’ play
area, drinking water facility, CCTV surveillance, parking, public conveniences, and
seating spaces.
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Key Facts about Mahakaleshwar Temple:
e Itis a Hindu temple dedicated to Shiva.
e Location:
o Itislocated in the ancient city of Ujjain, in the state of Madhya Pradesh.
o The temple is situated beside the Rudra Sagar Lake.
o It is one of the twelve Jyotirlingams of Lord Shiva.
e Mahakaleshwar idol is Dakshina Mukhi, facing south, unlike all the other

Jyotirlingas.

e The temple, which is spread over five levels, sees a huge throng of devotees during
the Maha Shivaratri festival.
e Architecture:

o The temple complex comes with a spacious courtyard tRat i ned with
THE finest sculptures that are believed to be influence he alukya,
Maratha, and Bhumija styles of structural design.

o The foundation and platform are built of stones. Mo
rests on the strong and well-designed pillars a

o Itis complete with impressive lingam sculptures ar.

o The images of Ganesh, Parvati, and Karttikeya are in the west, north,
and east of the sanctum sanctorum.

er structure

7.4 Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas

About Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas

e [t is also known as Non-Resid y, is celebrated on January 9 to
mark the contribution and achi overseas Indian community to the
development of India.

e It is the flagship event o ini ternal Affairs.

e The day also comme régurg’of Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi,

from South Africa

e every two years.

#m to connect the Indian diaspora with their roots and
ded engagement with India’s progress.
cities, to showcase the diversity and progress of different

7.5 Henley Passport Index 2024
The average number of visa-free destinations has nearly doubled since 2006,
according to the 2024 Henley Passport Index.

About Henley Passport Index

e It is the original, authoritative ranking of all the world’s passports according to
the number of destinations their holders can access without a prior visa.

o [t started in 2006 as the Henley & Partners Visa Restrictions Index (HVRI).

e The index is based on exclusive data from the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), the largest, most accurate travel information database,
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and enhanced by Henley & Partners’ research team. (Henley & Partners is
a London-based advisory firm).

e The index includes 199 different passports and 227 different travel destinations.

e The number of countries that a specific passport can access becomes its visa-free
'score’.

o Highlights of Henley Passport Index 2024:
o France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Singapore, and Spain hold the top spot as

the world's most powerful passports, allowing visa-free entry to 194 global

destinations.
The top 10 is largely dominated by European countries.
The average number of destinations travellers are able to visa-free has
nearly doubled, from 58 in 2006 to 111 in 2024.
o India's passport ranked 80th in the list, with citizens ravel to

62 countries without a visa.
o Afghanistan occupies the bottom spot on the li
countries without a visa.

o Syria, with visa-free access to only 29 dest

ac o just 28

7.6 PM-eBus Sewa Scheme
The Union Housing and Urban Affai
floated tenders for procuring buse

About PM-eBus Sewa Sche
e Under the PM-eBus Se
the country.
e The scheme was i
public transpor
e Support for Opes
o Under this sc

This sc i port bus operations for 10 years.

be responsible for running the bus services and making
the"bus operators.

Government will support these bus operations by providing
subsidies to the extent specified in the proposed scheme.

It een allocated a total funding of Rs 57,613 crore.
o Out of this financial provision, the central government will contribute Rs 20,000
crore, while the remaining portion will be covered by the state governments.

e Coverage: It will cover cities with a population of 300,000 and above and will
include all the capital cities of the ‘Union Territories, North Eastern Region, and
Hill States’.

e There are two segments of the scheme: Augmenting the city bus services and
Associated Infrastructure, and Green Urban Mobility initiatives.

o Augmenting the city bus services and Associated Infrastructure: Under this
segment, the scheme will augment city electric bus operations by extending
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Central Assistance (CA) for 10,000 electric bus operation on Public Private
Partnership (PPP) model, bus depots and behind-the-meter power
infrastructure.

o Green Urban Mobility Initiatives (GUMI): Under this segment, the scheme will
support the implementation of GUMI projects for complementing bus services
and demonstrating a reduction in Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions in urban
areas.

The segment will include support for implementing the National Common Mobility
Card (NCMC)-based Automatic Fare Collection System (AFCS), bus priority
infrastructure, etc.

7.7 Kolam Tribes
The Central government will extend basic facilities to the end am tribe
under the Jan Jati Adivasi Nyay Maha Abhiyan, with a focus on health and edlucation.

About Kolam Tribes
e Kolam tribes, also known as Kolamboli, Kul and
portion of Madhya Pradesh.
e The main concentration of this tribe is on the plains“and
region.
e These tribal groups are reckoned as 8
Pradesh they reside in some parts of Ma
e They are listed as Particularly
of Maharashtra and Andhra Pr.
e History:
o Around the twelfth c
representing some o .
o It is generally acc thé& Kaolam descended from the original population
in the area.
o Since they hef’Gond, they have adopted much of the Gond
lifestyle.

ccupy a major

the mountainous

d tribes and apart from Madhya
a and Andhra Pradesh.

o They speak a Dravidian language called Kolami, and nearly all of the adults also
speak Marathi, Telugu, or Gondi.

o They also speak other languages like Marathi, Telugu or Gondi.

o For writing, this Kolma tribal community uses the famous Devnagari script.

Q1) What are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)?

PVTGs are a more vulnerable group among tribal groups in India. These groups have
primitive traits, geographical isolation, low literacy, zero to negative population growth
rate and backwardness. Moreover, they are largely dependent on hunting for food and

Head Office :- 104, Ground Floor, Mall Road Kingsway Camp Near G.T.B Nagar Metro Gate No-3 Delhi-110009 94
Contact no. :- 9953088030, 9910632418




CURRENT AFFAIRS CAREER IAS

a pre-agriculture level of technology. Currently, there are 2.8 million PVTGs belonging
to 75 tribes across 22,544 villages in 220 districts across 18 states and Union
Territories in India. According to the 2011 Census, Odisha has the largest population
of PVTGs at 866,000.

7.8 Who are Shankaracharyas?
The four Shankaracharyas recently said that they will not attend the inauguration of
the Ram temple in Ayodhya.

About Shankaracharyas

o Shankaracharya, literally ‘teacher of the way of Shankara’
used by the heads of the four Hindu maths (monasteries) thatiwere
the eighth-century Hindu saint Adi Shankara.

e Adi Shankara established these maths to impart know
of religious shrines, temples, libraries, and residences.

religious title
blished by

o Each math, called peetha or pitha in Sanskrit

o Vijayanagara kingdom was
century CE.

e The Shankaracharyas als

renunciates (those who

shanami Sampradaya, an order of
secular way of life).

e Adi Shankarac a, as he was known, was an ancient Indian
philosopher ané 1ved in the early 8th century CE

e Birth: He was born a village in present-day Kerala.

¢ Revered of Lord Shiva, it is believed that he mastered the Vedas
when he

ung ‘age, Shankara started criss-crossing the length and breadth of

d his commentaries on the Brahama Sutras, Upanishads, and

d Gita amid a rise in Jainism and Buddhism.

is bgst known for his role in the development and propagation of Advaita

a, a non-dualistic school of Hindu philosophy.

e The fundamental philosophy of Advaita Vedanta lies in the unity of atma (soul),
or individual consciousness, and brahma or the ultimate reality.

e According to this philosophy of non-duality, God and humans are not two and
the material world is an "illusion".

o His most important work is his efforts to synthesize the six sub-sects, known
as ‘Shanmata.’ ‘Shanmata’, which literally translates to ‘six religions,’ is the
worship of six supreme deities.

o He also founded ‘Dashanami Sampradaya,” which talks about leading a
monastic life.

Head Office :- 104, Ground Floor, Mall Road Kingsway Camp Near G.T.B Nagar Metro Gate No-3 Delhi-110009 95
Contact no. :- 9953088030, 9910632418




CURRENT AFFAIRS CAREER IAS

o While Shankaracharya was afirm Dbeliever in ancient Hinduism,
he condemned the ‘Mimamsa school of Hinduism’, which was purely based
on ritual practices.

o Four Mathas: He established four prominent monastic centers in India, each
associated with one of the cardinal directions: Sringeri in the south, Dwarka in
the west, Puri in the east, and Badrinath in the north.

e Death: Adi Shankaracharya is believed to have attained Samadhi (a state of deep
meditation or realization) at the young age of 32 in Kedarnath in the Himalayas.

7.9 Pulikulam Cattle breed

Interest in indigenous cattle breeds like the Pulikulam is reviving is famous for a
local game called Jalikattu in TamilNadu.

About Pulikulam Cattle breed

e Itis a popular draught and game breed of Tamil Nadu.

e The cattle originated from Pulikulam, a village
Tamil Nadu.

e It is also known as Palingu maadu, Mani maadu,
maadu and Kilakattu maadu.

e These are maintained as migratory herd
play a significant role in the rural liv
draught and organic agricultural p

e This breed of cattle is famous athe .called Jalikattu where bulls are
used as a bull-taming sport.

e It is commonly seen in Sa

i ga district of

tu maadu, Mattu

purposes.
e Ma S

e Tamil Nadu:
7.10 Punganur Cow

The Prime Minister was recently seen feeding several Punganur cows with fodder with
his own hands at his residence in New Delhi.

illari, Karnataka has the Amrit Mahal and the Hallikar.
likulam, Umbalachery, Kangayam Bargur and Alambadi.

About Punganur Cow:

e Standing at just around 70-90 cm tall and weighing less than 200 kg, it
is among the world’s most dwarf cattle breeds.

e It is native to Punganur village in the Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh.

e It has high resilience to drought and can adapt to low-quality feed.
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It is also prized for its milk, which boasts a higher fat content, making it ideal

for producing ghee.

o A Punganur cow can give around 1 to 3 litres a day, and the milk fat content
is 8 percent as compared to 3 to 4 percent in other native breeds.

o The milk is alsorich in nutrients such as Omega fatty acids, calcium,
potassium, and magnesium.

Body colour: It is white, 3 ; -

grey, or light brown to QRS i

dark brown or red in colour. SEEFEESIERLIAR!Laiiles

Sometimes, animals with 3R .

white colour mixed with red, B Loy Bt ¥

brown, or black patches are

also seen.

It has a broad forehead and

short horns. The horns are

crescent-shaped and often

lose curving backward and

forward in males and lateral

and forward in females.

Punganur COWS

are considered eco-friendly, requirin

hybrid breeds.

Cultural Significance: Even toda

the famous Tirupati Tirumal

cow for Ksheera Abhisheka

Andhra Pradesh, including
milk of a Punganur

s and outstanding achievement in the fields of innovation,
astic achievements, sports, arts & culture, social service and
bravery which deserves recognition.

= Each awardee will be given a medal, a cash prize of Rs. 1,00,000/-, book
vouchers worth Rs. 10,000/-, a certificate and citation.

o Bal Kalyan Puraskar (earlier called National Child Welfare Award)

» Individual- These Awards are given as recognition to individuals who have
made an outstanding contribution towards service for children in the
field of Child Development, Child Protection and Child Welfare for not
less than 7 years and have a positive impact on the lives of children.

* The number of awards would be three. The award consists of a cash prize of
Rs. 1, 00,000/ - (one lakh), a citation and a certificate to each awardee.

[
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» Institution- These awards are given to institutions who have done
exceptional work for the cause of children in any field of child welfare. The
number of awards wouldbe three.

» The award for institution consists of a prize of Rs. 5,00,000/ - each and a
citation and a certificate.

7.12 Soligas and Yeravas

The recently launched Forgotten Trails: Foraging Wild Edibles, authored by
Malemleima Ningombi and Harisha RP, chronicled the foods that Soligas and Yeravas
tribes forage from the forests.

About Soligas and Yeravas
e Indigenous groups Soligas and Yeravas have been living in th ry Basin and
the surrounding hills of peninsular India for thousands

e Soligas, one of the oldest indigenous communities in th e original
inhabitants of Karnataka and live mostly in theg&ham and Mandya
districts.

e Honey is an important part of the diet for the Soliga ho still forage large

parts of their food from the biodiversity-rich Ghats.

e Soligas use Silver cockscomb
nutrients such as beta-carote
iron.

¢ Also the scientific com
after this community.

Who are Yeravas?
e The Yeravas, o

and settled in K
e Yeravas
Language: cir own language of Ravula.

ing lost ag|young people are migrating out

7.13Glo iance for Global Good - Gender Equity and Equality

Overview:

India successfully established a "Global Alliance for Global Good - Gender Equity and
Equality" to promote women's empowerment and gender equality.

About Global Alliance for Global Good - Gender Equity and Equality

e It is a new alliance for global good, gender equity, and equality established by
India on the sidelines of the 54th annual World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting
in Davos.
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e The alliance will bring together worldwide best practices, knowledge sharing,
and investment opportunities in women's education, health, and enterprise.

e This initiative marks a significant stride toward achieving multiple Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), including SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being), 4
(Quality Education), S (Gender Equality and Empowerment), 17 (Global
Partnership for Development) and more.

e It has garnered support from industry leaders such as MasterCard, Uber, Tata,
TVS, Bayer, Godrej, the Serum Institute of India, IMD Laussane, and over
10,000 partners from industry through the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

e Supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the alliance will be housed
and anchored by the CII Centre for Women Leadership.

e The WEF has come on board as a ‘Network Partner’and finvest India as an
‘Institutional Partner’.

Key Facts about World Economic Forum (WEF)

e It is an international organization headquarter
that brings together individuals and political
to discuss significant issues that impact the global e

witzerland,

concerns.
e The WEF is best known for its annual
o The event regularly draws busines

ing at Davos, the Swiss ski resort.
political leaders from around the

e The WEF has no independent i inghpewer but seeks to influence people
to make decisions that benefit

e WEF meetings introduce
the public for discussi
public sector decision

e The organization ji
prominent busing$

, and organizations to members and
ly believed to influence corporate and

its membership, which includes many

Overview:
India has im, 40,00@¥doses of bull semen from Brazil for the first time to boost
milk output via Semination of Gir and Kankrej cattle breeds.

Wadad or Waged, Wadhiar.

from Southeast Rann of Kutch of Gujarat and adjoining Rajasthan
(Bar d Jodhpur district).

¢ Colour of the animal varies from silver-grey to iron-grey or steel black.

o [t is valued for fast, powerful, draught cattle and also useful in ploughing and
carting.

o Kankrej, famously known as Guzerat in Brazil, is being maintained in large
numbers as a pure breed in that country.

Key facts about Gir breed
e Itis a famous Indian-born dairy cattle breed.
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It is also known as “Bhodali”, “Desan”, “Gujarati”, “Kathiawari”, “Sorthi”, and
“Surati”.

Its native tract is Gir hills and forests of Kathiawar in Gujarat.

It is a world-renowned breed known for its tolerance to stress conditions
and resistance to various tropical diseases.

This breed has been imported by countries like Brazil, USA, Venezuela and Mexico.

Why from Brazil?

Brazil has preserved the original breed of Gir cows that was gifted by the Maharaja
of Bhavnagar to Brazil in the 18th century.

Indian cattle like Gir and Kankrej, which were exported centuri k, have been
suitably modified to yield large quantities of milk in Brazil.

Both countries are working on training and capacity building, g téchnology
transfer.
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8. Art & Culture

8.1 Kateel Yakshagana mela
A century-old Yakshagana mela in Dakshina Kannada will resume its all-night
performances following approval from the Karnataka High Court.

About Kateel Yakshagana mela
e Itis a famous Yakshagaana troupe started in the mid-19th
e The Yakshagaana troupe, Kateel Sri Durgaparames

Dashavatara Mandali, popularly known as Kateel Mela is an ‘Harake
Seva’ (hosting the Yakshagana show for God fulfilling a troupg.
e It performs on request by devotees who have taken a 0 arrange a

show of Yakshagaana for fulfillment of a desire or

Key facts about Yakshagana

e Itis a traditional folk dance form popula

e It is a rare combination of dance, musi
costumes.

e Traditionally, men portray all rolesgi
now part of Yakshagana troupes

e lead singer or Bhagawatha) accompanied by

struments wused in Yakshagana include Chande
Maddale, Taala (mini metal clappers) and flute among

The Supreme Court recently said that over the last hundred years, Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) has continued to be an institute of national importance, without the
minority tag, and asked how it matters for the people whether it is a minority
institution or not.

About Aligarh Muslim University (AMU)

e It is a government-run education institution situated in Aligarh, Uttar
Pradesh.

e History:
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o It was originally established by social reformer Sir Syed Ahmad Khan as
the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College in 1875.

o In the aftermath of the 1857 Indian War of Independence, the College was built
on Khan’s conviction that it was important for Muslims to gain education and
become involved in public life and government services in India.

o Raja Jai Kishan helped Sir Syed establish the college.

e From its very inception, it has kept its door open to members of all communities
and from all corners of the country and the world. The university is open to all
irrespective of caste, creed, religion, or gender.

e AMU is recognised by the University Grant Commission (UGC) and the Association
of Indian Universities (AIU).

¢ AMU offers more than 300 courses in the traditional and ranches of

education.

e It hasthree off-campus centres: AMU Malappurtam Campus J (Kerala),
AMU Murshidabad Centre (West Bengal), and Kishangan

8.3 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

Overview:

Leaders like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose are “immortal” not need bestowing

of a recognition through a judicial diktat, the recently.

About Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
e He was an Indian nationalist was a key figure in the Indian
independence movement again i

rissa.

on, but in April 1921, after hearing of
from his position.

ongress and actively participated in the

the nationalist turmoil i

e Bose then joined the
Indian independeng

. ji rongly influenced by Swami Vivekananda’s teaching and was known

i iotic zeal as a student.

et of the Second World War, he fled from India and traveled to the Soviet
Union, Germany and Japan, seeking an alliance with the aim of attacking the
British in India.

o With Japanese assistance, he reorganized and later led the Indian National Army,
formed from Indian prisoners-of-war and plantation workers from Malaya,
Singapore, and other parts of Southeast Asia, against British forces.

e With Japanese monetary, political, diplomatic, and military assistance, he formed
the Azad Hind Government in exile, and regrouped, and led the Indian National
Army in battle against the allies at Imphal and in Burma.
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He is believed to have died on August 18, 1945, in a plane crash over Taiwan. The
exact circumstances of his death are still shrouded in mystery and controversy.

8.4 Parakram Diwas

Overview:

The Prime Minister of India has extended greetings to the people of India on Parakram
Diwas.

About Parakram Diwas
e [t is celebrated on January 23 to commemorate the birth anniversary of freedom
fighter Subhas Chandra Bose.

e Parakram Diwas aims to instil fearlessness and patriotism, e
youth, inspiring them to stand strong in the face of chal

e He was born on January 23, 1897, in Cuttack, Oris
e In 1920, he passed the civil service examination, b

ideological conflicts with
e In 1939, he formed th
anti-British forces in I
e At the outset of
Soviet Union, Gg
the British in 1€
e With Japanese asSi§f ; reorganized and later led the Indian National Army,
prisoners-of-war and plantation workers from Malaya,

, seeking an alliance with the aim of attacking

onetary, political, diplomatic, and military assistance, he
nd Government in exile, and regrouped, and led the Indian
battle against the allies at Imphal and in Burma.

About Chandubi Festival

e [t is organised every year for five days starting from the first day of the New
Year along the Chandubi lake, which is situated in the state of Assam.

e The main attractions of the Chandubi festival are the local folk culture, ethnic
cuisine, local handloom and dresses, boating, etc.

e The major aim of the Chandubi Festival is to promote eco-tourism in this
biodiversity hotspot of Assam.
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e Preserving the waterbody, the water level of which has rapidly been lowering over
the years, has been the motive for organising the festival every year.

e The festival has been providing an opportunity to generate livelihood to different
tribes —-Rabhas, Garos, Gorkhas and tea tribes — living in the area by selling
different food items and homemade beverages, and traditionally woven attire.

Key points about Chandubi lake

e It was created during a massive earthquake in the year 1897.

e The name Chandubi is derived from two words where Chand means five and Dubi
means sinking in Khasi language.

e This freshwater lake was turned to an economically viable wa y that would
sustain different communities living around the lake.
e It is a very prosperous wetland of the state that houses s §pecies of

aquatic flora and fauna.

8.6 Key Facts about Sagqara
Archaeologists in Egypt recently unearthed tombs ining\mum masks and a
'god of silence’ statue at Sagqara.

About Saqqara

e It is part of the necropolis (buria
Memphis.

e [t is located on the western ban
capital of Egypt.

f the ancient Egyptian city of

e It was an active burial
archaeological site.

e It is where the transit

the form of a masgsi

f the mastaba (ancient Egyptian tombs, in
mound with battered walls on a rectangular

est quality, and yet it has remained for more than 4700 years.

8.7 Who was Guru Gobind Singh?

Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti, or the Prakash Parv of the tenth Sikh Guru, is celebrated
on January 17 this year.

About Guru Gobind Singh

e He was the 10th and last human Guru of the Sikhs.

e Born as Gobind Rai on December 22, 1666, in Patna, Bihar, Guru Gobind Singh
was the son of the ninth Guru of Sikhism, Guru Teg Bahadur.
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He became the spiritual and temporal leader of the Sikhs on November 11,
1675, at the age of nine, following the martyrdom of his father, Guru Tegh
Bahadur, at the hands of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in 1675.

He was renowned as a warrior, a poet, and a prophet.

He is fondly remembered by Sikhs as a defender of the faith and a champion of

equality and justice.

Among his notable contributions to Sikhism are founding the Sikh warrior

community called Khalsa in 1699.

o He introduced the Five Ks, the five articles of faith that Khalsa Sikhs wear at
all times. These are Kesh: uncut hair, Kangha: a wooden comb, Kara: an
iron or steel bracelet worn on the wrist, Kirpan: a sword, a cchera: short
breeches.

Throughout his life, he engaged in numerous battles against Empire
and their allies, totaling 21 battles.
o Some of the notable battles include the Battle of Battle of

Muktsar, and the Battle of Khidrana.
He authored numerous literary works in various 1
works are Jaap Sahib, the Tav-Prasad Savaiye, and t
He further codified Sikh law, wrote
reputed author of the Sikh work called

Chaupai.
poetry a music, and was the

(Sikh Holy Book).
He was assassinated in 1708
His birth anniversary is
anniversary is called Gu

ecognise the role played by the Nyishi tribal group in
ills in Pakke Tiger Reserve (PTR).

were to raise alternative sources of income for the region and to

translates to ‘Let Our Hornbills Remain’ in the Nyishi language.

This year’s festival aims to underscore the critical need for preserving these iconic
birds.

Key points about Pakke Tiger Reserve

It is located in the East Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh.
It is surrounded by the Tenga Reserve Forest to the North, Doimara Reserve
Forest on the West, Nameri National Park and Tiger Reserve (Assam) on the South.

[
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e The landscape has high species diversity and endemicity as it forms the transition
zone between the Indian and Malayan eco-regions.

e It is situated North of the river Brahmaputra in the transition zone between the
Assam plains and the hilly forests of Arunachal Pradesh.

e Vegetation: It consists of tropical evergreen and semi-evergreen forest.

e Flora: Polyalthia simiarum, Pterospermum acerifolium, Sterculia alata,
Stereospermum chelonioides, Ailanthus grandis and Duabanga grandiflor. About
eight species of bamboo occur in the area.

e Fauna: Tiger, Elephant, predators like Leopard and Clouded leopard etc.

8.9 THIRUVALLUVAR DAY

Recently, the Prime Minister of India paid tributes to Saifit Thi lluvar on
Thiruvalluvar Day.

About Thiruvalluvar Day
e Thiruvalluvar Day was first celebrated on May 1Zand
e In the present time, it is usually observed eithe

Nadu and is a part of Pongal celebrations.

15%or 16 in Tamil

Who is Thiruvalluvar?

e He was a poet and philosopher, is

e He is fondly referred to as Valluv

e His most popular work is Thi
economy and love.

e Thiruvalluvar’s primary
divided into 133 sectio

e The text is divided into
(virtue, wealth a

e Each section i ge of topics and imparts moral, ethical, and

practical guidd

¢ Guruvayoor Sree Krishna Swamy Temple, also known as the Dwarka of the South,
is dedicated to Lord Vishnu and the young form of Lord Krishna.

e [tis located in the small town of Guruvayur, in the Thrissur District of Kerala.

e The earliest temple records date back to the 17th century, but other literary texts
and legends indicate that the temple may be around 5000 years old.

o Features:
o Lord Krishna, or Guruvayoorappan, is the chief deity of this temple.
o The temple is built in the traditional Kerala architectural style.
o The central shrine is believed to have been rebuilt in 1638 C.E.
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o Structures like the Nalambalam (temple structure surrounding the sanctum
sanctorum), Balikkal (sacrificial stone), and Deepastambam (pillar of lights) are
situated on the temple premises.

o The wall of the sanctum sanctorum is decked with ancient 17th-century
murals.

o Another famous sight here is the Dwajasthamba. It is a flagstaff, around 70 feet
tall, fully covered with gold.

o One of the most popular offerings at Guruvayoor temple is Thulabharam,

where devotees are  weighed against bananas, sugar, jaggery, and
coconuts equivalent to their weight on a giant pair of scales.
o The temple is also noted for being home to a large populati captive male
Asian elephants.
e The Punnathur Kotta elephant sanctuary, where 56 elephantsW{i close to
the temple.

8.11 Jagannath Temple
Recently, the Chief Minister of Odisha unveiled a s ling héritage’corridor around
the Jagannath Temple in Puri.

About Jagannath Temple
e It is located in Puri, Odisha.

e It is one of the most famous and sacred

in the world.

o It is dedicated to Lord Jagannath Hindu deity Vishnu.

o It is believed to have bee i i e reign of King Anantavarman
Chodaganga Deva, of the Ea sty, in the 12th century.

e This temple is called ‘Yam@ni re, according to the Hindu beliefs, the
power of Yama’, the go n nullified in Puri due to the presence of

Lord Jagannath.
e Architecture: The

orates Jagannath's annual visit to Gundicha Temple via
le (aunt's home) near Balagandi Chaka, Puri.

s Rath Yatra festival begins on the second day of the bright half of
nth of Ashadha (June—July) and lasts for nine days.

time, the deities are taken out of the Jagannath Puri Temple and
placed on three massive chariots.

Q1) What is the Kalinga architectural style?

It is a style of Hindu architecture which flourished in the ancient Kalinga previously
known as Utkal and in present-day eastern Indian state of Odisha. The style consists
of three distinct types of temples: Rekha Deula, Pidha Deula and Khakhara Deula.
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8.12 Nagara style

The Ram temple in Ayodhya will be inaugurated on January 22. The complex is in the

Nagara style of temple architecture, designed by 81-year-old Chandrakant Sompura
and his 51-year-old son Ashish.

About the Nagara style

Nagara architecture is a classical architecture of temple design in northern India,

contrasted with Dravida architecture in southern India.

Nagara temples have a shikhara (mountain peak) over the garbha griha (sanctum

sanctorum), a circumambulatory passage around it, and one or more mandapas

(halls).

Shikhara is a symbolic representation of the cosmic order and t ine presence.

There are five modes of shikhara design: Valabhi, Phamsafia, Latj Shekhari,

and Bhumija.

o Valabhi and Phamsana are Early Nagara modes,
wooden structures.

o Latina is a single, slightly curved tower with fo
centuries.

Shekhari and Bhumija are composite Latinas

‘-
al IM - Architecture of the Khajurahotemples -

Uriiitiss (exemple of Kandanya lahadeva temple)
Sikhara rushringa
(tower) (Subsidiary sikhara)
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8.13 Madhika language
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Overview:
In the remote colony of Kookanam, near Karivellur grama panchayat in Kerala, the
Chakaliya community is grappling with the imminent loss of its unique language
Madhika.

About Madhika language

e Itis alanguage spoken by the Chakaliya community.

e It does not have a script.

e Despite sounding similar to Kannada it can still bewilder listeners due to its
diverse influences.

o It is a blend of Telugu, Tulu, Kannada, and Malayalam.

o [tis largely influenced by Havyaka Kannada, an old form of Kanna

o [tis fast becoming extinct with the younger generation opting fi ya

Key facts about Chakaliya community

e The community was nomadic and worshippersgdlof T ramana and
Mariamma.

o They migrated to northern Malabar from the hilly re
ago.

e Initially they were recognised as Sched
Scheduled Caste category in Kerala.

e The mention of the community c
Southern India.

o arnataka centuries

e The Government of India eme known as “Scheme for Protection
and Preservation of En
o Under this Scheme, the itute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore works

on protection,
tongues/languag

About m Inscriptions

e Grantha is an important historical script that was once used to write
Sanskrit throughout South East Asia and greater Tamil Nadu.

e The word Grantha denotes in Sanskrit ‘a literary work’. Evidently, the script used
for writing the Sanskrit works obtained the same name.

e At one time, it was prevalent throughout South India.

e When the Malayalam language began to freely borrow words as well as the rules of
grammar from Sanskrit, this script was adopted for writing that language and
was known as Arya Ezhuthu.

e Both Grantha and Tamil scripts appear alike in modern forms. The evolution of
both scripts from Brahmi was also more or less similar.
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o

o

o

o

After the introduction of printing machines, man
palm leaves were printed in Grantha script.

After Independence, the popularity of Hindi in Deva
printing works, and Grantha script went out e.

The development of the Grantha script in Tamil Nadu may be divided into four
periods. The archaic and ornamental, the transitional, the medieval, and the
modern.

Archaic and ornamental variety is commonly known as Pallava
Grantha. Mahendravarman's Tiruchirappalli rock cut cave and other cave
temple inscriptions, Narasimhan's Mamallapuram, Kanchi Kailasanatha, and
Saluvankuppam temple inscriptions, Mutharaiyar's Senthalai inscriptions are
examples of this variety.

The transitional variety of Grantha inscriptions roughly belong to three
centuries between 650 CE and 950 CE. Later Pallava's (Nandivarman's

Kasakudi, Udayendram plates, etc.) and Pandyan Nedunj n's Anaimalai
inscriptions are samples of this.

The medieval variety dates from about 950 CE to 1250 C s of the
imperial Cholas of Thanjavur are examples of this.

The modern variety belongs to the later Pandya's and riods.

arly script influenced all

&
Y

[
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9. Sports

9.1 National Sports and Adventure Awards 2023

Recently, the President of India presented the National Sports and Adventure Awards
2023 at a function in Rashtrapati Bhavan.

About National Sports and Adventure Awards 2023
e National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize andfre d excellence
in sports.
e Categories of National Sports Award
o Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award: It is
sporting honour, the Khel Ratna was established in 1

period of four years and the Khel Ratna winners recei edallion, certificate
and a cash prize.

o Arjuna Award: It is awarded for co
four years. The winners of the Arjfi
certificate and a cash prize.

o Dronacharya Award: It was i in®985, is India’s highest sports honour
for coaches. It is awarde ivi or producing medal winners at
prestigious international receive a bronze statue of
Dronacharya, a certifi

ard represents India’s highest honour
Presented for good performance and
on of sports in an individual capacity since
hand statuette, a certificate and a cash prize.

for lifetime achiev
contributing to

is given to an 1§ or university for top performance in inter-university
tourna he last one year.
o 1 Protsahan Puraskar: Awarded to organisations or corporates

9.2 Khe 1a Youth Games- 2023

Recently the Prime Minister inaugurated the Khelo India Youth Games and expressed
the government's commitment to hosting the 2029 Youth Olympics and the 2036
Olympic Games in the country.

About the Khelo India Youth Games- 2023

o Tamil Nadu is hosting the sixth edition of the Khelo India Youth Games. This is the
first time that Khelo India Youth Games are being held in South India.

e The Games will be played across four cities of Tamil Nadu, namely Chennai,
Madurai, Trichy and Coimbatore from 19th to 31st January 2024.
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e This edition of Khelo India Youth Games will see participation from over 5600
athletes with over 275 competitive events across 26 sports disciplines and 1 demo
sport.

e Silambam, a traditional sport of Tamil Nadu, is being introduced as a demo sport
for the first time in the history of Khelo India Youth Games and the sport of
Squash shall be organised for the first time in this edition of the Games.

o The Mascot:'Veera Mangai'. Rani Velu Nachiyar, fondly known as Veera Mangai,
was an Indian queen who waged a war against British colonial rule.

o The logo: The figure of poet Thiruvalluvar.

Background

¢ Objective: To revive the sports culture in India at the grass-ro
strong framework for all sports played in our country and esta
sporting nation.

¢ [tis an annual event. The first edition was held in 2018 1 i.

Organised by: Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports.

QL
&
v
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10. Miscellaneous

10.1 Amrit Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS)

The Udupi station under the Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. (KRCL) network
was recently included in the Railway Ministry’s Amrit Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS)
for redevelopment.

About Amrit Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS)
e It is an ongoing Indian Railways mission launched in

e The scheme aims to transform railway stations into m
with improved passenger amenities, better traffic
integration, and enhanced signage.

e It is based on Master Planning for the long ter theS\implementation of the

long term.
e Key Features:

o Modern passenger a providing clean and

and beverage outlets.
Improved traffic ci

cludes creating separate entry and exit
i€les, widening roads and footpaths, and
es.

is includes providing seamless connectivity
other modes of transport, such as buses, taxis,

allastles§s tracks, which reduce noise and vibration
as, where available, provide additional space for commercial activities
assenger amenities.

10.2 ANUBHAV Awards
The submission deadline for ANUBHAV Awards Scheme 2024 is March 31, 2024.

About ANUBHAV Awards

e [t recognizes the contribution made by Retired Officials to Nation building while
working in Government and to document the administrative history of India by
written narratives.
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e The ANUBHAV Portal, established in March 2015, serves as an online platform for
retiring and retired government employees to share their experiences.
e The portal was launched by the Government of India, Ministry of personnel,
Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Pension & Pensioners' welfare.
e Objectives
o It aims to create a database of significant suggestions and work
experiences.

o It channelise the human resource of retiring employees for nation building.

o Enable Ministries/ Departments to take crucial steps while considering useful
and replicable suggestions.

o Eligibility: To participate in the scheme, retiring C
employees/pensioners are required to submit their Anubhav
prior to retirement and up to 1 year after their retirement.

e Thereafter, the write-ups will be published after
Ministries /Departments. The published write-ups will
Awards and Jury Certificates.

e Each ANUBHAV Awardees will be felicitated wi
Prize of 10,000 rupees, whereas a Jury certificate
a medal and a certificate.

o Till date, 54 ANUBHAYV awards have been red from

Government
8 months

10.3 Lentil Production
India is set to become the world’s la
24 crop years on account of higher

About Lentil

e It is a valuable human

e In India, it’s mostly c
cotyledons.

e Lentil is also cal

¢ Climatic condi

ed as dry seeds.
y removal of outer skin and separation of

a (bold seeded).

ends to an altitude of 3,500 m in north-west hills.
Well drained, loam soils with neutral reaction are best for lentil

o It is wid€ly cultivated throughout Europe, Asia, and North Africa.

e The Lentil growing states in India are Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Chattisgarh, Haryana, Punjab, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, etc

e [t is easy to cook and easily digestible with high biological value. Dry leaves, stems,
empty and broken pods are used as valuable cattle feed.

e According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the world's top lentil
growers in 2022 were Canada, India, Australia, Turkey and Russia.

e Despite being the second largest producer of lentil, India has so far been importing
mainly from Australia, Canada, Russia, Singapore, and Turkey.
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e During the current year, it also imported some quantities of lentil from UAE, USA,
Sri Lanka and Nepal.

10.4 e-SAKSHI Application

Recently, the Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI) launched the MPLADS e-SAKSHI Mobile
Application.

About e-SAKSHI Application

e It was launched for revised fund flow procedure under Members of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme (MPLAD) Scheme.

e It will bring forth a myriad of benefits, revolutionizing
Parliament engage with and manage development projects in t

e It would offer convenience and accessibility, allowing
oversee the projects at their fingertips.

o This real-time access enhances decision-maki
responses to emerging needs or issues.

e The application will streamline the communication
authorities, facilitating a more efficient exchange of info

o It will promote transparency by providin with inst
and progress of their proposed project

e It has the featuresfor budget ma
expenditures.

o It was first introduced in
e Initially, the Ministry of
In October, 1994 thi
Programme Impleme
e The Scheme is
released in the aid directly to the district authorities.

¢ Scheme are non-lapsable, i.e., the entitlement of

funds no 8 particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years,
subject to

e At entitlement per MP/ constituency is 5 crore rupees.

o T ers of Parliament is limited to recommend works. Thereafter,

ibility of the district authority to sanction, execute and complete
e Th Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective

o The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the
state from which they are elected.

e Nominated Members of the Parliament can recommend works for implementation,
anywhere in the country.

e MPLADS works can be implemented in areas affected by natural calamities like
floods, cyclone, hailstorm, avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, landslides, tornado,
earthquake, drought, tsunami, fire and biological, chemical, radiological hazards,
etc.
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In order to accord special attention to the development of areas inhabited by
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), 15 per cent of MPLADS funds are
to be utilized for areas inhabited by SC population and 7.5 per cent for areas
inhabited by ST population.
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